LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING -2018/01/22 — 12

MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING held in the Council Chamber,
Claremont House, Lydney on Monday 22 January 2018 at 6.58 pm.

PRESENT: Cllrs C Harris (Chairman), R Christodoulides, H Ives, C Legg and D Pugh
Cllr R Holmes

Mrs J Smailes — Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Miss C Wheeler — Executive Officer (EO)

Cllr Harris informed all present that no practice fire evacuation had been scheduled for the
duration of the meeting. All attendees were then informed of the locations of the nearest fire exits.

I APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received and noted from Cllrs Berryman and White.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
CllIr Ives — Agenda Item 12 — Workshop Improvement Works (in capacity of Chairman of

the Bathurst Park and Recreation Trust).

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Amenities meeting held on 16 October 2017 were confirmed as a true
record. Proposed by Cllr Ives, seconded by Clir Christodoulides. Vote carried.

Members noted that since the last meeting the following actions had been taken under
Delegated Powers:-

e Tree works at The Oaks (cost £527.00 excluding VAT)
o Christmas Lighting Contract awarded to two local contractors (Oakey & Son Ltd
and L Cole Electrical)

Cllr Harris informed the CEO of the necessity to ensure that the connections for the
Christmas feature closest to the bridge in Newerne Street be checked prior to the erection
of this year’s display.

4. OPEN FORUM
ClIr R Holmes — advised Members that he had been approached by “Friends of Primrose
Hill Mesne” who wished to suggest activities to be undertaken. Cllr Holmes reported that
volunteers from “The Friends of Primrose Hill Mesne™ were willing to coppice the
wooded area at the rear of the Mesne; were willing to plant wild flowers/bulbs in said
area and had expressed the view that the failure to collect grass cuttings on the site had
stopped the grass from growing. The Group also felt that attention needed to be paid to
the football pitch (reseeding of the pitch and realigning of the posts); wished to highlight
a problem was experienced with unauthorised parking at the site which affected the
ability of the Council’s contractors/staff from using the official vehicle entrance to the
site. Cllr Holmes also wished to draw the Council’s attention to the presence of Japanese

Knotweed on the site.
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The CEO advised that a number of the points had already been addressed with
representatives of “The Friends of Primrose Hill Mesne”; that liability issues would
prevent a third party from carrying out tree work and that a contract existed with a local
Tree Surgeon to annually inspect the trees therefore any safety concerns would be
identified in the report and addressed accordingly.

The CEO invited “The Friends of Primrose Hill Mesne™ to provide the Council with a plan
detailing where they wished to plant wild flowers/bulbs in order that same may be
approved by Council and its grass cutting contractor advised to refrain from cutting the

area.

Regarding the comments which had been made concerning the football pitch, the CEO
informed ClIr Holmes that historically the Committee had resolved that the reinstatement
works had been sufficient and that the Council’s grass cutting contractor was instructed to
cut the grass, not collect it, as collection would double the cost of the contract. Clir
Holmes was informed that the Council was already engaged in a contracted programme for
stem injection of Japanese Knotweed on the site and that notices had been erected on the
site to prohibit parking. Responding to a further comment by Cllr Holmes the CEO
advised that steps would be taken in future months to reduce the ability for vehicles to
drive over the kerb to access the site.

5 REVIEW OF CHARGES
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the proposed charges for

2018-2019.
Allotment Charges
Full Sized Plot
e Standard £36.61
e (Concessionary £18.30
Half Sized Plot
e Standard £18.30
e Concessionary £9.15
Third Sized Plot
e Standard £12.20
e Concessionary £6.10

Approval of above charges proposed by Clir Harris. Unanimous.

Memorial Bench Charge
Approval of the Memorial Bench Charge of £544.50 plus VAT was proposed by Clir

Pugh, seconded by Clir Legg. Unanimous.

Memorial Flower Trough Charge
Approval of the Memorial Flower Trough Charge of £275.00 plus VAT was proposed

by Clir Harris. Unanimous.
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Chamber Hire Charge

Approval of the Chamber Hire Charge of £24.20 per hour (free of charge if Community
Group or organisation which could benefit the Town and hire was during normal
working hours) was proposed by Cllr Pugh, seconded by Cllr Christodoulides.

Unanimous.

6. PLAY AREAS
Playground Inspections 2018/2019
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the charges levied by
Monmouthshire County Council in respect of the Annual Inspection of the following

play areas:
e Primrose Hill Mesne
e Court Road
e Fallers Field
e Beauchamp Meadow

Acceptance of the inspection cost of £246.00 plus VAT was proposed by Clir
Christodoulides, seconded by Cllr Legg. Unanimous.

The Mesne
Members were informed that a “trim trail” was currently being installed by the Head
Groundsman and the cost of the equipment had kindly been funded by Gloucestershire

County Council via a grant.

Regarding the installation of a play area for under 5s, the CEO advised that Playdale
would commence installation the following day and attention was drawn to the
additional insurance premium of approximately £56.00 annually which would be
incurred in respect of material damage cover for the new area, the cost of which was

noted by Members.

The Beacon

Due to the necessity to safely light the Beacon as part of the “Battles Over” event,
Members were provided with a copy of the estimated cost of converting the Beacon to a
gas fired system. Members noted that numerous organisations were now looking to
convert their Beacons to gas fired systems due to the issues experienced caused by the

Beacons significant height.

Members were informed that an approach had also been made to Oakey & Son Ltd to
ascertain the cost of hiring their Cherry Picker in order to use it as a lighting platform,
with the Beacon then being lit by means of a gas fired lance. It was proposed by Clir
Ives, seconded by Cllr Legg, that Delegated Powers would be bestowed on the CEO in
order to progress the matter with Oakey & Son Ltd in order to agree a solution.

Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

It was noted by Members that the above may result in the necessity for Oakey & Son Ltd

to visit the site twice on the same day. ﬁf
J
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Leaze Court

Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the revised agreement
between Two Rivers Housing and Lydney Town Council for the lease of the Leaze Court
play area. It was noted that the agreement had now been extended to a period of 10 years
and it was proposed by Clir Legg, seconded by Clir Christodoulides, that the CEO
would be instructed to sign the agreement on behalf of the Council.

Members were reminded that in line with the Committee’s prior resolution all orders
relating to the purchase and installation of play equipment and a raised flower bed were
pending the VAT reclaim associated with the new play equipment installed on The
Mesne. However, in order to secure the price quoted by Sovereign Play Equipment (as
the anticipated VAT reclaim would take place outside the timeframe for the quote)
Sovereign Play Equipment had agreed to accept a £1,000.00 deposit for the equipment,
with the outstanding balance then payable once the Council was in a position to proceed
with the order. Accordingly, it was proposed by Clir Christodoulides, seconded by
ClIr Legg, that the Council would authorise payment of the £1,000.00 deposit to

Sovereign Play Equipment in order to secure the quoted price. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

Members were advised that a grant had been obtained from Gloucestershire County
Council to cover the cost of constructing/installing the raised flower bed, however, work
would not commence on this scheme until the installation of the play equipment had
been completed. Cllr Ives was reminded that The Dean Academy would still be required
to find £500.00 to cover the cost of planting the flowerbed and it was noted that the
Council was making investigations into the possibility of obtaining a number of trees for
the site via funding applications. Cllr Christodoulides requested that consideration be
given to the planting of trees around the bench area in order to provide shade.

7. GRIT BINS
Members were asked to consider purchasing an additional grit bin to be sited at the

Lakeside/Mount Pleasant junction at a cost of £154.00 including VAT. Cost of purchase

proposed by Cllr Harris. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

8. DOG WASTE BIN
Members were asked to consider the request received from a member of public regarding
the installation of a dog waste bin at Grove Road at a cost of £540.00 to include purchase
and emptying in the first year. Cllr Christodoulides advised that she had also received a
request for a dog waste bin to be installed in Templeway West.

It was proposed by Clir Harris that consideration of the requests would be deferred
until the 2018/2019 financial year as the Council had expended its budget for dog waste

bins. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

9. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON
Members were asked to consider if they wished to once again hold the Christmas Lights
Switch On event at the Lydney Car Wash site or if they wished to consider holding the

event at Bathurst Park. %
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During discussion a number of suggestions were explored, e.g. siting Santa’s Grotto in
the workshop and using the area to host a nativity scene, utilising a “petting zoo™” for
children at a cost of £20.00 per hour, utilising the Bandstand for a performance by
Lydney Town Band with a Christmas tree sited in the area, etc. Clir Legg spoke in
favour of siting the event in Bathurst Park as he felt that it would enable the Council to
have greater control over the event; Cllr Ives expressed a preference for siting the event
in Bathurst Park and he felt that the change of location for the switch on could be
promoted via social media.

Clir Harris noted that the Switch On had always taken place in the Town and she felt that
a change of venue may affect the goodwill of local traders. However, Clir Pugh
highlighted the issues which had been experienced in the past with marshalling due to
the proximity of the Car Wash Site to the highway. Clir Ives stressed that the event was
organised for the benefit of local children, not traders.

After a short further discussion it was proposed by Clir Ives, seconded by Cllr Pugh,
that the Christmas Lights Switch On for 2018 would take place in Bathurst Park, with the

success of the new location being reviewed after the event. Vote carried.
Action by — the CEO

The CEO sought clarification that the event would remain under the auspices of Lydney
Town Council and that any income generated as a result of the event would remain with
said Council. Tt was agreed that the event would continue to be classed as a Lydney
Town Council Amenities Committee event.

It was proposed by Clir Harris, that the Petting Zoo would be operated for a minimum

of two hours at a cost of £20.00 per hour. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

It was proposed by Clir Harris that Delegated Powers would be bestowed on the CEO
and two Members in order that initial preparations may commence. Unanimous.

Members were asked to consider who they wished to invite to turn on the Christmas
lights this year. It was agreed that the matter would be an agenda item for the next
meeting, however, investigations would take place with a local costume hire business to

ascertain if it would be possible to hire a “Peppa Pig” outfit.
Action by — the CEO

It was proposed by Clir Harris that Mr S Rutherford would once again be asked to

perform the role of Santa. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

It was proposed by Clir Harris that additional gifts would be purchased for use in

Santa’s Grotto up to the value of £750.00). Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

It was proposed by Clir Pugh, seconded by Clir Christodoulides, that an additional
set of Christmas lights would be purchased for use a Hylton Court and the main

Christmas tree at a cost of approximately £100.00 plus VAT. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO
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10. LITTER COLLECTION
Clir Ives reminded Members that they had previously received a report at the January
Full Council meeting from students of The Dean Academy in which they had expressed
a desire to participate in another community litterpick. Members noted that whilst Cllr
Ives awaited a date from The Dean Academy for the litterpick, invitations would be
extended to all Primary Schools in the Town to participate. Cllr Harris requested that
ClIr Tves also extend an invitation to participate in the litterpick to Aylburton C of E

Primary School due to their link to Lydney C of E Primary School.
Action by — ClIr Ives

It was noted that Cllr Ives would inform Town Council staff of the agreed date for the
litterpick (once known) and the route in order that litter collection

equipment/insurance/etc may be arranged.
Action by — Clir Ives

11. FINGERPOSTS
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with the anticipated cost of purchasing a
fingerpost sign, in order that they may determine the number they wished to purchase

and agree their location.

It was proposed by Clir Harris that consideration of this matter would be deferred until
the next meeting, as such expenditure would be taken from the 2018/2019 financial year.

Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

12.  WORKSHOP IMPROVEMENT WORKS
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the sole quote which had
been received to take down an internal wall in the workshop in order to create a greater
area for the storage of machinery. Members noted that the quote amounted to £1 ,200.00
and the CEO advised that further quotes were being obtained in order to gain the “best
price” for the work.

It was noted that the matter would also be discussed by the Bathurst Park and Recreation
Trust as the building housed both “Council” and “Trust” machinery, therefore approval
was sought to share the cost of the work equally between the two organisations. It was
proposed by Clir Harris that approval for the work would be granted subject to the

Bathurst Park and Recreation Trust agreeing to share the cost of the work equally.

Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

13. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Clir Harris reported that the traffic signs for Gloucester and Chepstow at the exit of
Albert Street were loose. Cllr Ives kindly agreed to raise the matter with Gloucestershire

County Council’s Highways Department.

Action by — the CEO

Clir Harris advised that earlier in the day the Council had received confirmation of the
Registration of Title for Primrose Hill Mesne. As a result of the registration the Council
had incurred fees of £60.00 in respect of Land Registry Fees and £490.00 in pespect of
Okells Francis Law’s fees.
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14. MEETING DATES
Members noted that the next meeting would

take place on Monday 16 April 2018.

The meeting closgd at 8 26 pm.

Chairman ... () M_,/\_, Date lL’Q(Y
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