LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING -2018/04/16 — 19

MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING held in the Council Chamber,
Claremont House, Lydney on Monday 16 April 2018 at 6.59 pm.

PRESENT: Cllrs C Harris (Chairman), R Christodoulides, R Holmes, H Ives, C Legg and
C Vaughan

Mrs J Smailes — Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Miss C Wheeler — Executive Officer (EO)

Cllr Harris informed all present that no practice fire evacuation had been scheduled for the
duration of the meeting. All attendees were then informed of the locations of the nearest fire exits.

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received and noted from Cllrs Berryman, Pugh and White.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Amenities meeting held on 22 January 2018 were confirmed as a true
record. Proposed by Cllr Ives, seconded by Clir Christodoulides. Vote carried.

4. OPEN FORUM
None.

5. PLAY AREAS
The Mesne
The CEO acknowledged that complaints had been received from members of the public,
however, it was not possible to open the new play area as the contractor (Playdale) had
been unable to complete the required reinstatement works as adverse weather had been
experienced each time they had visited site to complete the outstanding works.

Members noted that the CEO had approached a local groundwork contractor to ascertain
if they would be willing to undertake the required reinstatement works (with liability
retained by Playdale until such time as the new play area had passed independent
inspection), however, Playdale would only fund £225.00 towards the cost of the work. It
was proposed by Cllr Harris, that Playdale would be informed that they would be

required to complete the reinstatement works. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

Leaze Court

Members noted that in line with the committee’s prior resolution, orders relating to the
purchase/installation of play equipment/raised flower bed were “pending” the VAT
reclaim associated with the Mesne Play area. The CEO reminded Members that the
Committee had resolved to authorise the payment of £1,000.00 as a deposit to Sovereign

Play Equipment in order to secure the quoted price.
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Members were informed that the novelty litter bin which had been installed on the site
had been vandalised and that it had been necessary to purchase a replacement “eye” at a
cost of £20.00. Noted.

6. PUBLIC SPACE PROTECTION ORDER PROPOSAL
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of an e-mail exchange between
the Community Engagement Manager, Forest of Dean District Council (FODDC) and
the CEO concerning the possible “blanket” implementation of a Public Open Space
Protection Order (PSPO) to prohibit dogs from entering designated children’s play areas
and cemeteries. Members noted that if the proposal was implemented FODDC would
not increase the number of Streetwardens to aid the enforcement of the PSPO.
Furthermore, Members noted that the CEO had highlighted in her response that Members
had previously queried the number of Fixed Penalty Notices which had been issued in
Lydney, as they had felt that problems with dog fouling were not being
addressed/adequately resourced to address the issue.

Members noted that if FODDC resolved to pursue the implementation of a PSPO they
had advised that it would be at no cost to the Town Council.

T DOG WASTE BIN
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the requests for dog waste
bins which had been received since the last meeting. Members were also reminded of
the request which had been deferred from their January 2018 meeting.

Cllrs Christodoulides and Legg advised of the need to locate a dog waste bin in
Lakeside, due to the practice by members of the public of leaving bagged dog waste
hanging on hedges etc and that a request had been received for a dog waste bin to be
located at the top of Temple Way/Grove Road.

After a short discussion it was propoesed by Clir Harris that the Council would
purchase 5 x dog bins (at an approximate cost of £540.00 per bin including VAT for the
first year) to be sited in the following locations:

Top of Templeway West/Grove Road
Lakeside (grassed area by LTC Grit Bin)
Primrose Hill

Grove Road

Lancaster Drive (School route)

Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

8. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH-ON 2018
Members were asked to consider who they wished to invite to switch on the Town’s
Christmas lights this year. It was unanimously agreed that an approach would be made
to the actor John Challis to ascertain if he would be available to switch on the Town’s

lights.
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The CEO informed Members that Mr S Rutherford had kindly agreed to perform the role
of Santa once again; that a reservation had been made for a Petting Zoo to attend the
event; that Lydney Band had been booked; that two Christmas trees would be required (1
x Town, 1 x Park); that additional fencing would be required to be placed around the
Town tree; that it would be necessary to purchase a further set of Christmas lights for the
second tree which would only be used for the evening of the event; that the Pavilion
Tenant would provide hot chocolate and mince pies for the event; that if John Challis
declined the Council’s invitation to attend the event a fancy dress costume would be

hired for the evening.

9, LITTER COLLECTION - WORKING GROUP
Cllr Ives informed Members that The Dean Academy were yet to agree a date when a
community litter collection would be conducted, however, other organisations in the
Town were keen to progress the activity.

In view of the above CliIr Ives suggested that if no response were received from The
Dean Academy by mid-May he would arrange a community litter collection and he
called for the Committee to agree a route for the event. Discussion took place on the
most advantageous route considering the age groups involved. It was agreed that the
route would commence at the bus station and go along Hams Road Car Park to the lake,
around the top of the lake, returning to the Bus Station. It was proposed by Clir Legg
that any organisation which was invited to attend would be informed that children must
be 10 or over to participate and each organisation was responsible for supervising their

group. Seconded by Cllr Harris. Unanimous.
Action by — CliIr Ives

10.  FINGER POSTS
Members were reminded that this item had been deferred from the last meeting and they

had been provided with details of the anticipated costs prior to the meeting.

During discussion Members were reminded of the need to site any new signage on the
Council’s/Trust’s land and a preference to site a new sign at Hams Road (pointing to
Lydney Recreation Grounds/Lydney Lake) and Wildins (pointing to the Town) was
expressed. It was proposed by Cllr Harris that further consideration of the matter
would be deferred until a future meeting; that in the meantime the financial commitment
which had been raised in respect of a proposed purchase would reallocated to cover the

additional dog waste bins which had been agreed by Members. Unanimous.
Action by - the CEO

It was then proposed by Clir Legg that a contribution towards the cost of a new sign
would be an agenda item for Lydney Recreation Trust and the Bathurst Park and

Recreation Trust. Seconded by Cllr Harris. Vote carried.
Action by — the CEO

11.  WINTER PLANTING 2018/2019
Members were provided with a copy of the quotation which had been obtained for the
supply and installation of winter barrier baskets for 2018 at a cost of £2,545.20 including
VAT. It was proposed by Cllr Christodoulides, seconded by Cllr Legg, that the cost

would be approved.

Action by — the CEO
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12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Clir Harris reported that positive comments had been received regarding the winter 2018

barrier baskets whose spring bulbs were now coming through.

13. MEETING DATES
Members noted that the next meeting would take place on Monday 16 July 2018.

The meeting closed at 7.42 pm.
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