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MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING held in the Council Chamber,
Claremont House, Lydney on Monday 17 July 2017 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT: Cllrs C Harris (Chairman), B Berryman, R Christodoulides, H Ives and C Legg

Mrs J Smailes — Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Miss C Wheeler — Executive Officer (EO)

Cllr Harris informed all present that no practice fire evacuation had been scheduled for the
duration of the meeting. All attendees were then informed of the locations of the nearest fire exits.

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received and noted from Clir Street.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

3 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Amenities meeting held on 18 April 2017 were confirmed as a true

record. Proposed by Clir Ives, seconded by Clir Berryman. All agreed.

4, OPEN FORUM
No requests to speak were received.

5. PLAY AREAS
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with copies of the Annual Play Inspection

Reports which had been conducted by Monmouthshire County Council for the following

play areas:
e Beauchamp Meadow
e Court Road
e Primrose Hill Mesne
e Fallers Field

Members were informed of the Head Groundsman’s recommendation to remove the
wooden boat from Primrose Hill Mesne as it was no longer repairable. It was proposed
by Cllr Harris that the wooden boat be removed and that remedial repairs outlined in

the report would be undertaken. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

The CEO informed Members of the need to replace a cradle seat and chain from the
Beauchamp Meadow play area at a cost of £256.00. The purchase of the items was

proposed by Clir Berryman, seconded by Clir Christodoulides. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

Land to the Rear of Leaze Court
The CEO advised Members that the lease for the land had now been signed and
Members were asked to consider and approve the cost of purchasing a litter bin, the cost
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of emptying said bin, together with the construction of two benches for the site, at a cost
of £1,429.00. During discussion Cllr Christodoulides requested that the Council also
consider the planting of two trees in the area, in order to provide shade for the benches.
ClIr Berryman suggested that the Council may wish to consider installing multi coloured
benches which were constructed from recycled plastic, as he believed these to be more
cost effective and maintenance free.

Responding to a question raised by Cllr Harris, Members were reminded that they had
not budgeted for any expenditure on the site this year, therefore no funding was available
from which to purchase play equipment. Members were also reminded of the need to
establish what services lay beneath the soil, as two manhole covers were clearly evident
on the site. The creation of a raised flower bed was also mooted.

After a short further discussion it was proposed by Clir Harris that the Council would
expend up to £1,500.00 on the purchase and installation of two recycled benches, a litter
bin (and its emptying), a raised flower bed and the planting of two trees. Delegated
Powers were bestowed on the CEO to progress such purchases. Unanimous.

Action by — the CEO

Members were informed that the Council’s contractor had been instructed to add the area
to the Council’s grass cutting contract with immediate effect.

Attention was drawn to the advice which had been received from the Council’s insurer
that the Council’s insurance premium may increase if additional items installed on the
site.

6. PROVISION OF ADDITIONAL PLAY EQUIPMENT
Members were asked to consider if the Council wished to explore the possibility of
erecting additional play equipment on any of its current sites (i.e. the creation of a LAP
at Primrose Hill Mesne through the utilisation of Earmarked funds/the replacement of the
wooden boat).

Prior to the meeting Members were provided with copies of quotations which had been
obtained over the last few years in respect of replacement play equipment, in order that
they may familiarise themselves with the likely cost of same. Members were reminded
that £8,000 was held in Earmarked Reserves in respect of Primrose Hill Mesne and that
£6,472.38 was held in Earmarked Reserves Play Areas (General). Members were also
reminded that it was customary for play equipment to be funded through S106
contributions. It was proposed by Cllr Christodoulides, seconded by Clir Legg, that
an Earmarked Reserved heading would be created in respect of Play Equipment at Leaze
Court, in order that any funding which remained in the budget at Year End could be

allocated to said reserves. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

During discussion the CEO informed Members that she believed that the Friends of
Primrose Hill Mesne may wish to contribute £300-400 towards replacement play
equipment on the Mesne. Responding to a question which had been raised by Clir
Christodoulides, the CEO advised that the outdoor play equipment sited in Bathurst Park
had been supplied as a result of a grant funding application and it was suggested that
Council may wish to utilise the services of its funding contractor to ascertain if it would
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be possible for a similar application to be submitted in respect of Primrose Hill Mesne.

After a short further discussion it was proposed by Cllr Harris, that Delegated Powers
would be bestowed on the CEO to facilitate the creation of a play area at Primrose Hill
Mesne for a maximum sum of £10,000 (utilising £8,000 of Earmarked Reserves and

£2,000 from Earmarked Reserves Play Areas (General)). Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

7. GRIT BIN
Members were asked to consider the request from a member of the public for a grit bin to
be sited at the entrance to Nero’s Close at an approximate cost of £85.00 plus VAT plus
£8.00 for a sticker. Approval of purchase proposed by Clir Berryman, seconded by

Clir Christodoulides. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

Members were asked to consider if they wished to purchase an additional grit bin in
order that it may be held as a “spare”. Cllr Harris proposed that the Council would
purchase an additional bin that would be allocated on a “first come/first served” basis.

Unanimous.
Action by - the CEO

8. CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON - 2017
The following matters were discussed:-

e Members were provided with a copy of the Christmas feature lighting plan and the
locations of the features for this year’s display were duly noted.

e Members noted that the column spirals would not be utilised in this year’s display
following advice from the Council’s contractor.

e Members noted that the Christmas features would be illuminated 24/7 from the date
of the switch on until 5 January 2018.

e Members noted that the features in the vicinity of the Christmas tree would come on
“as one” on the day of the Switch On via a switch.

e Members were informed that the Christmas features would be erected by 13
November 2017 and would be removed/turned off on 5 January 2018.

o Members were reminded that the Town’s Christmas tree would be sited outside the
Co-operative store.

e Cllr Berryman gave a commitment to approach Lydney Park Estate to ask if they
would be willing to supply and install the Town’s Christmas tree free of charge. Tree
to be installed W/C 6 November 2017.

Action by — Cllr Berryman

e CllIr Berryman kindly agreed to compere the event.

e [t was proposed by Cllr Harris that Cllr Berryman would arrange for an invitation
to be extended to Richie Hibbard, Gloucester Rugby Club, to attend and turn on the
Town’s Christmas Lights. If Mr Hibbard was unavailable an invitation would be
extended to Mr Wayne Barnes. Vote carried.

Action by — ClIr Berryman

e ClIr Berryman agreed to contact the proprietor of the Lydney Car Wash site in order
to ascertain if the site and office would still be available to be used as the focal point

of the Christmas Lights Switch On.
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e Members noted that Lydney Training Band would perform from 5.30 pm to just after
6.00 pm and that Lydney Music had kindly offered to arrange for students to perform
at the event. Members felt that Lydney Music students should be asked to cover the
6.00 pm to 6.30 pm slot. Members were informed that whilst Lydney Music would
not levy a charge for their attendance, they had requested that their student s be
provided with hot chocolate and mince pies. It was unanimously agreed that
Delegated Powers would be bestowed on the CEO to arrange such refreshments.

e Members were informed that Danters would not be bringing a catering unit to the
event. Cllr Berryman gave a commitment to approach Charlie Edward/the mobile
catering unit which was sited on the A48 Bypass to ascertain if they would be
interested in providing a catering unit.

Action by — Clir Berryman

e It was agreed that Mr D Harris would be approached to ascertain if he would be
interested in acting as Santa at this year’s event.

Action by — the Executive Officer

e It was agreed that the CEO and EO would be responsible for decorating Santa’s
Grotto on the Friday prior to the event and would seek to utilise any chairs which were
in the area for use in the Grotto.

e Cllrs Ives and Christodoulides kindly agreed to staff the Grotto/assist Santa.

e [t was agreed that a float of £100 would be utilised for Santa’s Grotto.

e [t was proposed by Cllr Berryman, seconded by Cllr Christodoulides, that an
admission charge to Santa’s Grotto of £3.00 per child would be levied, which included
a gift. Cllr Harris proposed an amendment to the motion that the Council would
consider increasing the charge to £4.00 at the 2018 event. Vote carried.

e It was agreed that Town Council Groundstaff would be asked to convey the Grotto
presents to the event on the evening of the Switch On. They would also be asked to
convey the presents to the workshop at the end of the event. Cllr Berryman agreed to
make banking arrangements regarding the income from the event.

e Members noted that an advert would be placed in The Review one week prior to the
event and that two members of Groundstaff would be in attendance on the evening.

e ClIr Berryman set the theme of “Christmas Panto” for this year’s Christmas Windows
theme.

e It was suggested that the Council may wish to contact The Review to ascertain if they
would be conducive to approaching contractors to establish if they would be willing to
place advertisements around the Council’s feature in support of the event.

Action by — the CEO

e Clir Harris requested an agenda item for the next Full Council meeting in order to
request that all Councillors attend the Christmas Lights Switch On.

e [t was proposed by Cllr Berryman, seconded by ClIr Ives, that Cllr Harris would be
appointed as the Councillor in Overall charge of the event. Unanimous.

e Cllr Harris requested that the CEO obtain a bucket licence from Forest of Dean
District Council for use at the event.

Action by — the CEO

e Cllr Harris gave a commitment to approach local traders to ascertain if they would be

interested in remaining open during the event.
Action by — Clir Harris

Attention was also drawn to the e-mail which had been sent to WGS Power regarding the
possibility of erecting “cross road features”. It was noted that WGS Power would provide
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advice on this matter when erecting the lights later in the year and it was suggested that
Members may wish to consider any such expenditure as part of their 2019/2020 budget

considerations.

PLANTING
ClIr Harris read out a number of complimentary e-mails/messages which the Council had

received about the floral displays in the Town. Members were also informed that one
letter of complaint had also been received, which also posed a number of questions
regarding the cost of the display and its maintenance. Noted.

The Dean Academy

Members noted that the Council was currently considering partnership working with a
number of the local schools at its Leaze Court site, the South Road Allotments and
potentially at Severnbanks School.

WEED SPRAYING
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of a plan which showed the
existing area addressed by the Town Council, and also the extended area which the CEO

wished to address.

During the meeting Members were provided with a copy of a plan which had been
provided by Gloucestershire County Council detailing the area which they proposed to
weed spray during 29-30 August 2017. It was noted that the exact area which would be
covered by Gloucestershire County Council was unclear from the plan. Accordingly the
CEO recommended that the Council evaluate the effectiveness of the work undertaken
by Gloucestershire County Council, and then address additional weed spraying where
required. Noted.

PUBLIC REALM

Members were advised that the only request for inclusion on a S106 “wish list” had been
received from Clir Biddle in respect of new equipment for the skate park/concrete bowl
at a cost of £150,000. Members were advised that the following items would also be
included:

New Cemetery provision
Replacement play equipment
Street furniture

New shop fronts

Cllr Ives requested the inclusion of ironworks for Bathurst Park.

COUNCIL OFFICE
Members were informed that it had recently been discovered that the drains from the

downpipes of the council office were blocked. It was proposed by Clir Legg, seconded
by Cllr Berryman that the drains would be jetted at a cost of £55.00 per hour (minimum
1 hour charge).

Action by — the CEO
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13. REPLACEMENT MACHINERY
It was proposed by Clir Legg, seconded by Cllr Berryman, that the Council would
purchase a replacement petrol hedge cutter at a cost of £264.00 including VAT

(expenditure to be allocated to Earmarked Reserves Machinery Budget).
Action by — the CEO

14. TREE WORKS
Members were informed of the obligation imposed by Forest of Dean District Council to

replace a number of trees which had recently been removed, these being:

e Bracken Close — to be replaced with Rowan

e Bathurst Park — to be replaced with 2 x Horse Chestnuts

e St Mary’s Churchyard — to be replaced with 1 x Birch, 1 x Maple and 1 x
Sycamore

It was noted that the above trees would not be planted until October, at the earliest, in
order that they may be provided with the best chance to establish themselves over the

cooler months. Noted.

Members were also provided with a copy of a legal advice note which had been received
regarding roadside trees and attention was drawn to the Owners/Occupiers liability.
Noted.

15.  COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Cllr Berryman expressed appreciation in respect of the wildflowers which had been
planted at the Crosshands junction. It was noted that the display had been sponsored by
Forest of Dean Lions.

Cllr Christodoulides requested that Forest of Dean District Council be contacted to
request that they waive car park charges on 19 August 2017 in order to support the

“Party in the Park™.
Action by — the CEO

16. MEETING DATES
Members noted that the next meeting would take place on Monday 16 October 2017.

The meeting j@él 2238 pm.
Chairman . £. 3=, WA ML e Date [é‘{pr .....
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