LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING -2017/10/16 - 07

MINUTES OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING held in the Council Chamber,
Claremont House, Lydney on Monday 16 October 2017 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT: Cllrs C Harris (Chairman), B Berryman, R Christodoulides, H Ives and C Legg

Clir B Pearman
Mrs J Smailes — Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Miss C Wheeler — Executive Officer (EO)

Cllr Harris informed all present that no practice fire evacuation had been scheduled for the
duration of the meeting. All attendees were then informed of the locations of the nearest fire exits.

1, ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
Clir Harris proposed ClIr Ives for the position of Deputy Chairman. Seconded by Cllr
Christodoulides. There being no other nominations the appointment was put to a vote.

Unanimous.

2. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received and noted from Clirs Pugh and White.

3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Ives — Agenda Item 13 — Brown Tourist Information Signs

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Amenities meeting held on 17 July 2017 were confirmed as a true
record. Proposed by Clir Christodoulides, seconded by Cllr Ives. Vote carried.

5. OPEN FORUM
No requests to speak were received.

6. PLAY AREAS
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with copies of the quotations which had

been obtained for installing play equipment at The Mesne and the Leaze Court play
areas.

The Mesne

Members noted that since the last meeting the Grant Administrator had applied to
Gloucestershire County Council’s Active Together fund to enable Groundstaff to install
a trim trail at a cost of £500.00, plus a further £500 towards the creation of a planted area

at Leaze Court.

Members were reminded of the discussion which had taken place at the October Full
Council regarding the provision of play equipment through S106 funding. The CEO
advised that the Planning Officer had indicated that it would be permissible to utilise said
funding to install play equipment provided it was installed on land which was controlled
by the Council and the purchase was a capital project (written confirmation of same
pending). Members were advised that the Council would need to cover the VAT element

Ref: mins - Amenities Committee Mtg 171016



LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL

AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING - 2017/10/16 — 08

(approximately £9,000) however, it was felt that the Council would be able to reclaim
the VAT which could then cover the purchase of the equipment for Leaze Court.

During discussion Members were reminded of the term for the lease of Leaze Court and
were asked to consider if they wished to consider extending same if the play equipment
were to be funded via S106 funding. Members were advised that seating and a litter bin
had already been installed on the site.

After a short further discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Harris that, depending on the
written response received from Forest of Dean District Council, the Council would
utilise the S106 funding to purchase the identified play scheme for Primrose Hill; after
the installation of the scheme it would seek to reclaim the VAT on the project and utilise
the repayment (approx. £9,000.00) to cover the cost of installing the identified play

scheme at Leaze Court. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

Regarding the extension of the lease for Leaze Court, Cllr Ives requested that the CEO
commence investigations into the possibility of extending the lease for the longest
duration possible, however, if it was not possible to extend the lease (but it included an
option to automatically renew the lease at the end of the current term), this was felt to be
acceptable as it would still be possible to relocate the equipment to another site if
favourable terms could not be agreed at renewal stage. The CEO advised that she would
make enquiries of Two Rivers Housing and would report their response at the next
meeting.

Members were reminded that during the winter months the wooden boat would be
removed from the Primrose Hill site and the need to obtain a replacement item of
equipment was highlighted to Members.

The Beacon
Members were asked to consider the quotation for £144.00 which had been obtained to

address the Beacon which was currently leaning. It was proposed by Clir Ives,
seconded by Clir Berryman, that approval would be granted for the expenditure, plus

the cost of postcrete. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

Members were also asked to consider the reinstatement of the stone path which led to the
Beacon at an approximate cost of £200-300. It was proposed by Cllr Harris that
further consideration of the matter would be deferred until the 2018/2019 financial year.

Unanimous.

Leaze Court

Members noted that since the last meeting the Grant Administrator had applied to
Gloucestershire County Council’s Active Together fund for £500.00 and to the Aviva
Community Fund for £5,000 to provide play equipment/floral schemes at the site.

The CEO advised that a meeting had taken place with a representative from the
Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust regarding the creation/enhancement of wildlife corridors
in the Town. During discussion Members felt that the expression of interest from
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Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust had been received too late for consideration to obtain
contributions towards such schemes from the S106 funding. It was noted that if the
Council wished to pursue the aforementioned project it would need to utilise funding
from its reserves; Members felt that it would be preferable to investigate if the project
could be incorporated into the funding scheme which was being pursued for Lydney
Docks. It was therefore agreed that the project would be considered further in the future
when greater time permitted.

The CEO informed Members of the need to consider the Council’s current policy which
stipulated that it would not take on/create play areas/open spaces without first obtaining
contributions towards the maintenance of same via S106 agreements.

7. GRIT BINS
Members were asked to consider the purchase of an additional two grit bins to be sited in

order of priority during adverse weather, at a cost of approximately £260.00. Approval

of the purchase was proposed by Clir Harris. Vote carried.
Action by — the CEO

8. CHRISTMAS LIGHTS SWITCH ON
Members were provided with an updated copy of the overview document. Clir
Berryman advised that he had yet to speak to the Manager of the Lydney Car Wash site
to confirm that they were agreeable to their site being used once again. It was noted that
a replacement “Santa” had been located in Aylburton for which Cllr Harris expressed her
appreciation. Members noted that a response regarding the attendance of the combined
school choir was still awaited from Severnbanks School.

It was proposed by Clir Ives, seconded by Clir Berryman, that Delegated Powers
would be bestowed on the CEO and two Members in order that any outstanding matters

may be addressed prior to the event. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO and two Members

9. PLANTING — WINTER 2017
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of a quotation in respect of the
hire of 22 winter barrier baskets which amounted to £2,505.60.

Members were reminded of the favourable comments which the Council had received
regarding its summer floral display. The CEO advised that should the decision be taken
to proceed, the Council would not be required to enter into a longstanding contract,
rather the decision could be taken annually as to whether it wished to hire such winter
baskets. Members noted that said baskets may remain in situ until such time as the

summer baskets are erected.

After a short discussion it was proposed by Clir Christodoulides, seconded by Clir
Ives, that the Council would hire 22 winter barrier baskets for Winter 2017 and would

review the hire of same winter planting annually. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO
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10. WILDFLOWER/NATURE AREA ADJACENT TO SEVERNBANK SCHOOL
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the Land Registry search
which had been undertaken on the area of land which lay adjacent to the School’s
premises. During discussion it was felt that the area of land which had been identified by
the School was not registered and ClIr Ives offered to liaise with the School to ascertain
the course of action they wished to take. It was noted that the School may wish to apply
to the Town Council for a grant in order to sow wild flowers in the area, rather than
create a formal nature area. It was agreed that further consideration of the matter would

be deferred until Cllr Ives had received a response from the School.
Action by — Clir Ives

11.  WEED SPRAYING
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of a map illustrating the areas
where the Town Council currently undertook weed spraying activities. During
discussion it was proposed by Clir Harris that for 2018 the Council would look to
address weed spraying on the main routes, with consideration being given towards

extending the provision to include cul-de-sacs should time permit. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

12. LITTER COLLECTION - WORKING GROUP
Clir Harris informed Members that regrettably it had not been possible for the member of
the public who had expressed an interest in conducting a litter pick to attend the meeting,
and gave a commitment to provide the CEO with their names.

Action by — Clir Harris

The CEO highlighted that, should the decision be taken to proceed, it would be necessary
for the Committee to agree a route, undertake a risk assessment, marshal the activity and
consider a number of items (e.g. insurance, litter disposal, etc). Said requirements were

noted by Councillors.

13.  BROWN TOURIST INFORMATION SIGNS
Members were reminded of an e-mail which had been received from a member of the
public regarding signage. Members were provided with a copy of said e-mail and were
given an opportunity to read the message in its entirety.

It was noted that investigations had taken place into the possibility of erecting a number
of brown “Tourist” signs in order to highlight a number of areas of interest. Members
were informed that an initial application fee of £250.00 would need to be paid to
Gloucestershire County Council in addition to meeting a number of eligibility criteria for
each location’s sign and the cost of the sign itself. It was felt that such an application
would be unsuccessful as it was not possible to meet all of the necessary eligibility
criteria.

Due to the above the Committee were asked to consider the installation of additional
fingerpost signs to promote areas of interest (estimated cost £2,145 each). It was felt that
such signage could be used to direct members of the public towards the Town when
alighting at the Lydney Town Halt (Dean Forest Railway Line) to sign post Lydney
Lake, Lydney Recreation Ground, etc.
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After a short discussion it was agreed that the Committee would not further the installation
of brown “Tourist” signs but would instead consider the installation of fingerpost signs on
land owned/managed by Lydney Town Council and location for erecting such
signage/approval of budget would be deferred for consideration until the new Financial

Year.

14. FINANCIAL MATTERS - COMMITTEE BUDGET FOR 2018/2019
Members were provided with a copy of the draft Committee budget for 2018/2019 for
their consideration. After a short discussion it was proposed by Clir Christodoulides,
seconded by ClIr Ives, that the proposed Amenities Committee budget for 2018/20190f
£83,470 would be accepted. Unanimous.

Members were reminded that the budget included an income provision of £5,000 from
the Environment Agency in respect of grass cutting/litter collection at Lydney Docks,
however, this work would not be undertaken if the Environment Agency’s contribution
were not received. Noted.

15. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
ClIr Christodoulides questioned who would be responsible for maintaining a tree sited on
the junction of Mount Pleasant and Summerleaze Court.  Cllr Christodoulides also
questioned who would be liable if members of the public slipped due to the leaves which
had fallen from the tree. It was recommended that contact initially be made with Two

Rivers Housing on both matters.

Action by — Cllr Christodoulides

16. MEETING DATES
Members noted that the next meeting would take place on Monday 22 January 2018

The meeting cloggd at 7:53 pm.

M‘ Date d??~((r
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