Lydney Town Council

Annual Town Meeting
Held at Lydney Town Hall, Lydney
Monday 23 April 2018 at 7.00 pm

Present: Lvdney Town Council

B Berryman (Mayor), D Biddle, R Christodoulides, C Harris, R Holmes, H Ives,
W Leach, C Legg, B Pearman, A Preest and C Vaughan

Mrs J Smailes - Chief Executive Officer
Miss C Wheeler - Executive Officer
Mr R Lewis — Independent Internal Auditor, Wildin & Co

Gloucestershire Police A
PS A Doyle, Forest Neighbourhood Policing Team

24 Members of the Public

Councillor Berryman welcomed all present to the meeting and explained/that no practice fire evacuations were
scheduled during the event. Attendees were then informed of the1ogation of the fire exits.

VA W

All attendees were provided with a copy of the Annual Town l\/ifééting Report 2017/2018 (copy available to
download from the Town Council’s website after the mqg:ﬁr;fg’).

1.

APOLOGIES " Qt
Apologies for absence were received andfloted}from Clirs Greening, Pugh and White.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES e d
The minutes of the Annual Town Meetmg dated 24 April 2017 were confirmed and approved as a
true record and duly signed. /_I'_’_;;ﬁo*ppsed by Clir Harris, seconded by Clir Leach. Unanimous.

MAYOR’S ANNUAL KEPORT FOR 2017/18 — Clir B Berryman
ClIr Berryman read ouf, h}S report, as contained in the Council’s Annual Report for 2017/2018.

ANNUAL PO,L;!GE REPORT
PS Doyle adstd that an increase in crimes had been recorded this year, but felt that this may be

due to the factthat members of the public were more confident in how issues could be reported to
the Pélace.. PS Doyle advised that Gloucestershire Constabulary were increasing the number of
Ofﬁ@ers »for the whole of Gloucestershire and that locally Officers were actively engaged in
attemptmg to resolve the increase which had been recorded in anti-social behaviour.

N .fA D1str1ct Councillor highlighted that problems were being experienced with vehicles racing
~ through the Town on Friday and Saturday nights. PS Doyle advised that a number of steps were

being taken to address the issue: firstly an exercise would be undertaken to educate drivers and
check their vehicles: if anti-social behaviour was experienced the Police would issue a Section 59
Notice which, should the vehicle be stopped again for a similar reason, would enable it to be
seized. PS Doyle advised that Operation Tom Tom had been formed to tackle anti-social behaviour
both in and out of vehicles and whilst numerous reports of anti-social behaviour by vehicles had
been received by the Police, a Section 59 Notice could only be issued if the registration numbers of
offending vehicles were provided.
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Whilst PS Doyle was unaware of the number of Section 59 Notices which had been issued in
Lydney due to the fact that he had only been allocated to the Police Station at Coleford within the
last four weeks, he informed Members that one of Inspector Andrew Hodgetts’s priority areas was
to ensure safer driving.

LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning & Highway Committee — Clir Preest

Cllr Preest provided a précis of the Committee Report as contained in the Council’s Annual Repert
for 2017/2018. ClIr Preest then expressed his personal frustration with a number of issues relating
to Planning, including the allocation of the majority of the District’s new housing requlrcment to

Lydney.

Amenities Committee — Cllr Harris N\
Cllr Harris read out the Committee’s report, as contained in the Council’s Annual Report for

2017/2018.

Burial Committee — Cllr Ives
Cllr Ives read out the Committee’s report as contained in the Counc.ll’s Annual Report for

2017/2018.

Finance and Scrutiny Committee — Cllr Pearman -
Cllr Pearman provided a précis of the Committee’s report ‘as contamed in the Council’s Annual

Report for 2017/2018.

Cllr Pearman then gave a short presentation whlch hlghhghted that the Town Council did not
receive any benefit from the New Homes Bonuis+ds this was retained by Forest of Dean District
Council; provided an overview of how Lydne)( Town Council derived its Precept/the procedure
observed by Forest of Dean District Colmcﬂ to derive the Tax Base.

Cllr Pearman highlighted that it had been claimed by a member of the public that Lydney Town
Council would receive an adqil_i_ﬁépal £64,000 in Council Tax due to the new homes being built,
however, Cllr Pearman expléihea that once the Tax Base had been determined by Forest of Dean
District Council (normally im October) any additional Council Tax collected from any houses
which were built betwéen Said determination date and October the following year was usually
retained by Forest of Dean District Council as they did not ordinarily rerun the calculation, this also
being in add1t1Qn t‘a the New Homes Bonus.

Personnel Commlttee Cllr Pearman
Clir Pearman read out the Committee’s report as contained in the Council’s Annual Report for

201 7#’20& 8.

1 outh Forum Report — Cllr Ives

N .. /Cllr Ives read out the report, as contained in the Council’s Annual Report for 2017/2018.

COUNTY COUNCILLORS REPORT
County ClIr Preest requested that his report be taken as read.

CHARITABLE TRUST REPORTS
Bathurst Park and Recreation Trust — Trustee H Ives
Trustee Ives read out the Trust’s report, as contained in the Council’s Annual Report for

2017/2018.
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Lydney Recreation Trust — Trustee Harris
Trustee Harris requested that her report be taken as read.

COMMUNITY REPORTS
Friends of Bathurst Pool — Mr B Berryman
Mr Berryman read out the report, as contained in the Council’s Annual Report for 2017/2018.

Forest Foodbank — Ms S McDonagh
Ms McDonagh provided a précis_of the report, as contained in the Council’s Annual Report for

2017/2018.

Friends of Lydney Hospital — Mr A Midgeley

Mr Midgeley provided a précis of the report, as contained in the Council’s Annual Repmt for
2017/2018. As it was some six weeks since the report had been submitted, Mr Mldgeley provided
attendees with an update on the procedure for the operation of the Citizen’s Jury,: and the decision
making process which would be followed regarding the location of the pmpcsad new Forest
Hospital. Mr Midgeley urged members of the public, irrespective of the’ ﬁnal outcome regarding
the selection of the preferred location for the new facility, to continue towsupport Lydney Hospital
for the next four years as a need remained to fundraise for the faciljty, %

On a final note, Mr Midgeley advised that the annual Hospital F@té would not take place this year,
instead an event would take place to celebrate 70 years Of the NHS, and he expressed a wish for
members of the public to support the event. N -

Lydney Coastal Communities Team — District Cilr Lepplngton Forest of Dean District Council
District Cllr Leppington gave a précis of the Teani s report as contained in the Council’s Annual
Report for 2017/2018 and paid tribute to the achlevements of the Team to date.

The Royal British Legion Lydney Br@;h Mr A Edwards
Mr Edwards read out the Branch’s rcporf as contained in the Council’s Annual Report for

2017/2018.

Lydney War Memorial Ir‘g__g Mr S Moore
Mr Moore requested that,the Trust’s report be taken as read and advised attendees that the Trust

were looking to strengﬂu:n its Board of Trustees. Accordingly, he encouraged anyone interested in
becoming a Trustee to ‘contact him.

Lydney Towm all Trust Management Committee — Mr M Channon

Mr Channon ‘expressed thanks to the Rotary Club for funding the roof on the kitchen area and
adVlSéd attzndees that the roof at the back of the stage had now collapsed, the repair of which
woukd ’be covered by the Trust. Mr Channon advised that he hoped to be in a position to advise at
the “Lrust’s AGM that the Trust’s Bank Account held £10-12,000.00. Attendees were informed that
' '51;he Trust now possessed a new screen and projector and Mr Channon expressed thanks to the

N volunteers for their help in running the Town Hall.

Mr Channon stated that he had spent the last two years working at the Town Hall daily, however,
he advised that he would be resigning at the next AGM and expressed a wish that the upward trend

for the Town Hall would continue.

Lydney Community Centre — Mr D Biddle
Mr Biddle drew attention to the Centre’s report which was contained in the Council’s Annual
Report for 2017/2018; expressed thanks to the community and the volunteers which supported the
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building, which he was delighted to report was very well used.

Lydney & District Twinning Association — Mr J Williams

Mr Williams requested that the Association’s report be taken as read. Mr Williams then informed
all present that the Association was looking for new membership and stressed the importance of
maintaining links with Normandy due to Brexit. Mr Williams expressed appreciation for the
support given to the Association by the Council and he welcomed ideas as to how the links between

the two countries could be strengthened.

Lydney Rugby Football Club — Mr N Nelmes
Mr Nelmes provided a précis_ précis of the report which was contained within the Council’s Annual

Report for 2017/2018.

RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS RECEIVED '
Clir Berryman advised that one question had been received from members of the Electorate and he

read out the Council’s response:

/ & l\

Q1 — Apologies for the lateness of this question, however we only _]I.IS]; fﬁund the meeting
announcement. )

As a new resident in Lydney, [ am shocked and appalled at the anti-social behaviour problems with
Newerne Street Car Park, and I assume other locations in thexTown.

1 would like to understand:

e What are the roles and resp0n31b111t1es Gf‘the LTC in the running of the car parks in
Lydney?
What actions have been taken to addl‘ess this problem previously by LTC?
What actions do you 1ntend to ta‘ke in the future?

I had hoped that my first mteragtlon Wlth the Town would be joining the Cricket Club; I’'m sad that
instead it is to raise issues with*6ffenses under S59 of the Police Reform Act 2002,

A — Firstly, and as you are already aware (ref. e-mail sent to you dated 26 March 2018) Lydney
Town Council owns/nanages no car parks in the Town or surrounding area; as Custodial Trustee
for the Recreation Tru§t Ground, acting in its custodial capacity, it owns/manages the Hams Road
Car Park whlc];ns “Prust ground.

Neweme/StreEt car park is owned/managed, as is Bream Road Car Park, by Forest of Dean District
Counml ¥t is FODDC that imposes parking charges and receives the revenue therefrom and
mmrl:a;ly it is FODDC that employs an Enforcement Officer to “police” their car parks. Lydney
_Town Council play no part in the control/maintenance of these two areas.

"”/leen the issues faced at Newerne Street car park Lydney Town Council has, on numerous

occasions, asked FODDC to consider purchasing/installing CCTV which we would then allow
them to integrate with our system thereby allowing the Police to attend at these offices to monitor
the situation and to gain photographic evidence, however, despite our numerous advances to date
FODDC have declined our offer.

We have also suggested to FODDC that if they were not prepared to incur such expense to monitor
their own asset that they at least consider hiring the mobile CCTV unit from Coleford Town
Council, however, to date I have not been advised they have availed themselves of this service.
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We can assure you that at our monthly meetings with the Police anti-social behaviour continues to
be a priority and PCSOs/Police patrols do try and visit the areas of concern regularly, however, the
necessity to protect/monitor assets falls to the landowner and FODDC must therefore be
encouraged to address this issue, to this end we would urge you to write to FODDC expressing
your dissatisfaction.

You may also wish to lobby District Ward Members as they are in a position to address this issue.

10. CLOSE o‘o

The meeting closed at 8.16 pm.
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