LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL

BURIAL COMMITTEE MEETING - 2018/01/29 — 04

MINUTES OF THE BURIAL COMMITTEE MEETING held in the Council Chamber,
Claremont House, Lydney on Monday 29 January 2018 at 6.30 pm.

PRESENT: Clirs H Ives (Chairman), R Christodoulides, C Harris, B Pearman and K White

Mrs J Smailes — Chief Executive Officer
Miss C Wheeler — Executive Officer

ClIr Ives informed all present that no practice fire evacuation had been scheduled for the duration
of the meeting. All attendees were then informed of the locations of the nearest fire exits.

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Biddle and Pugh.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

3 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Approval of the minutes of the Burial Committee meeting held on 31 July 2017 were
confirmed as a true record. Proposed by Clir Ives. Vote carried. Members noted that the
following work had been undertaken under Delegated Powers:-

e Tree works to storm damaged pine tree in St Mary’s Churchyard (£330.00 inc. VAT).

4, OPEN FORUM
None.

3 REVIEW OF CHARGES 2018/19
Waiving Interment Charges for Stillborns and Children under 12 years
Members were provided with a copy of an extract from a website detailing a decision
taken by the Welsh Government to cease charging for burials of children under 12 years
of age. Cllr Ives informed Members that some English Burial Authorities had also
elected to cease such charges and he called for Lydney Town Council to consider if it
wished to implement a similar policy in its Cemetery.

It was noted that since 2006 13 children had been interred in Lydney Cemetery, one of
which had been 10 years old with the remaining children aged under 1 year old.
Members were advised that whilst Forest of Dean District Council did not levy a charge
on the interment of children up to 12 years of age, they did levy a charge for purchasing
the Deed of Exclusive Right of Burial.

Discussion took place on the age at which a child was deemed to be an adult (16 or 18
years) and consideration was given towards the size of the plot needed if an older child
was to be interred. After a short further discussion it was proposed by Clir Ives that
interment fees for children up the age of 16 years would be suspended, however, charges
for purchasing the Exclusive Right of Burial would remain. Furthermore, that the

situation would be reviewed in 18 months’ time. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO
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Proposed Charges for 2018/2019

Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the proposed charges for
2018/2019 for Lydney Cemetery. Councillors noted that it had not been possible to
determine the charge for memorial plaques in the New Garden of Remembrance and the
Sanctum Panorama as the Council’s supplier had yet to consider their 2018 charges. It
was proposed by Clir Ives that the Council would agree all proposed charges as shown
and that Delegated Powers would be bestowed on the CEO to determine the charge for
memorial plaques in the New Garden of Remembrance and the Sanctum Panorama unit
once the suppliers’ charges were known. Unanimous.

Action by — the CEO

Members were then asked to consider the proposed charge to be levied on Aylburton
Parish Council for 2018/2019 as a contribution towards the cost of maintaining the
Cemetery. It was proposed by Clir Harris, seconded by Clir Christodoulides, that the

proposed charge of £279.51 would be accepted. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

6. DESKTOP/FLAT TABLETS
Members were informed that discussions had taken place with the Council’s chosen
Monumental Mason regarding the Council’s agreed layout and the locations to be used.
Members’ attention was drawn to the prices which had been included on the 2018/2019
fee sheet which was duly noted.

oy ADDITIONAL BURIAL/CEMETERY PROVISION
The CEO advised Members that earlier in the day a report had been received from KJ
Toombs which deemed the value of the land to be between £10-20,000 dependent upon
its use. It was noted that Mr Toombs had recommended a value of £13,500 plus VAT
for the land to be used as a Cemetery extension. Responding to a question which had
been raised by Clir Ives, the CEO advised that it would be the responsibility of the
Athelstan Trust to obtain consent from Sport England for the disposal of the land and
that Lydney Town Council would be required to obtain planning consent for change of
use. It was proposed by Clir Harris, seconded by Clir Ives, that Delegated Powers
would be bestowed on the CEO to address the purchase of the land and obtain the
required consents. Unanimous.

Action by - the CEO

8. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
No reports were made.

2, MEETING DATES
It was noted that the next meeting of the Burial Committee would take place on Monday

26 March 2018 at 6.30 pm.

The meeting closed at 6.49 pm.
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