LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL

BURIAL COMMITTEE MEETING - 2018/03/26 - 06

MINUTES OF THE BURIAL COMMITTEE MEETING held in the Council Chamber,
Claremont House, Lydney on Monday 26 March 2018 at 6.30 pm.

PRESENT: Cllrs H Ives (Chairman), B Berryman, R Christodoulides, K Greening,
C Harris, B Pearman and K White

Mrs J Smailes — Chief Executive Officer
Miss C Wheeler — Executive Officer

ClIr Ives informed all present that no practice fire evacuation had been scheduled for the duration
of the meeting. All attendees were then informed of the locations of the nearest fire exits.

1. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Clirs Preest and Pugh.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Approval of the minutes of the Burial Committee meeting held on 29 January 2018 were
confirmed as a true record. Proposed by Clir Christodoulides, seconded by Cllr
Pearman. Vote carried.

4, OPEN FORUM
None.

5 ADDITIONAL BURIAL/CEMETERY PROVISION
Members were informed that The Althelstan Trust had advised that they were prepared,
in principle, to sell a section of their land to the Council in line with the charge proposed
by Mr K J Toombs in his land valuation report. However, it was noted that the Trust
would be required to demonstrate that the land was surplus to the Academy’s
requirements to Sport England and the Department for Education and obtain their consent
for the disposal before any further action could be taken.

It was noted that pre-application advice had been obtained from the Local Planning
Authority (Forest of Dean District Council) and a copy was provided to Members for
their perusal. Whilst the Local Planning Authority had support the use of the land in
principle, Members noted the requirement to undertake assessment on the landscape
impact and liaison with the Local Highway Authority, Environment Agency, Land
Drainage Officer and the Lead Local Flood Authority prior to the submission of a formal
planning application. It was also noted that the planning application fee would amount to
£462.00.

During discussion Cllr Berryman queried the presence of a stream on the bottom part of
the site which he felt may skirt the playing field. Responding to a question raised by
ClIr Ives, the CEO expressed a preference for gaining vehicular access to the site via
the By-pass, however, it was noted that it may be possible to access the site from
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Church Road which would require negotiation with Robert Hitchins Limited and the
possible diversion of a Public Right of Way. It was stressed that the Council would not
contemplate purchasing the land unless it had secured access to the site.

It was proposed by Cllr Harris, seconded by CllIr Ives, that the CEO would be
authorised to engage the services of a Solicitor in order to facilitate the purchase of land,
when required and once the Trust had advised they were in a position to proceed with the

sale. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

6. PEAR DIGITAL BURIAL ADMINISTRATION SYSTEM
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of a quotation which had been
obtained from Pear Technology Services Ltd to provide a new software system for the
administration of the burial records and assist with the electronic plotting of grave spaces
at a cost of £1,775.00 plus VAT (Digital Burial Administration System). Attention was
also drawn to the fact that the system would also allow for a link to be added to the Town
Council’s website to enable Funeral Directors/Grave Diggers/members of the public to
locate grave plots online at an estimated additional cost of £460.00 plus VAT (Cemetery
Searcher). Members were informed that whilst the software was GDPR compliant it
would be necessary to undertake an Impact Assessment prior to its implementation.

It was noted that funding to cover the cost of the software purchase had been earmarked
from the 2017/2018 budget as a carry forward so would not be taken from the 2018/2019

budget.

It was proposed by Cllr Harris, seconded by Cllr Pearman, that the Council would
authorise the purchase of both the Digital Burial Administration System (£1,775.00 plus

VAT) and the Cemetery Search (estimated £460.00 plus VAT). Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

It was noted that due to work commitments the software implementation would be
deferred until August.

% MOLE ERADICATION
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of quotation which had been
obtained for a 12 month contract to control moles in Lydney Cemetery. Due to the
number of complaints which had been received Members were informed that it had
already been necessary to engage the services of the Contractor for 2-3 weeks to control

the moles in the Cemetery.

It was noted that the Council had agreed that two of its employees would attend a mole
trapping course in the near future and would need a period of time to hone their training
before they would be able to address any issues in the Cemetery. After a short
discussion it was proposed by Cllr Ives that the Council would accept the quotation for
a 12 month contract to control the moles in Lydney Cemetery at a cost of £640.00 plus
VAT; that once trained the Town Council staff would initially concentrate on controlling

the moles in Bathurst Park and St Mary’s Churchyard. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO
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8. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
No reports were made.

0. MEETING DATES
It was noted that the next meeting of the Burial Committee would take place on Tuesday

29 May 2018 at 6.30 pm.

The meeting closed at 6.46 pm.
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