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MINUTES OF THE BURIAL COMMITTEE MEETING held in the Council Chamber,
Claremont House, Lydney on Monday 31 July 2017 at 6.32 pm.

PRESENT: Clirs H Ives (Chairman), C Harris, B Pearman, D Pugh, D Street and
K White (late arrival)

Mr P Blatchly, Philip Blatchly & Son Funeral Directors
Mrs J Smailes — Chief Executive Officer
Miss C Wheeler — Executive Officer

Clir Ives informed all present that no practice fire evacuation had been scheduled for the duration
of the meeting. All attendees were then informed of the locations of the nearest fire exits.

1 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN
Clir Pugh nominated ClIr Harris to the position. Seconded by Cllr Pearman. There
being no other nominations Cllr Harris was duly elected to the position.

2. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Berryman.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

4, MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Approval of the minutes of the Burial Committee meeting held on 27 March 2017 were
confirmed as a true record. Proposed by Clir Pugh, seconded by Clir Harris. Vote

carried.

5. OPEN FORUM
None.

6. DESKTOP/FLAT TABLETS
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with photographs of desktop/flat tablets
which had been used in other local cemeteries/churchyards for the purpose of interring

cremated remains.

Mr Blatchly was invited to address the Committee in order to provide expert advice as to
how such a facility was operated in other Cemeteries and to identify the decisions which
would need to be taken by the Committee. During discussion Members were informed
that bereaved families preferred to inter the cremated remains of their loved ones “in the
ground” rather than in a vault. It was felt that the use of a desktop/flat tablet would
facilitate such wishes and could be used to “line” pathways. Such tablets would be
affixed to a paving slab (either a 24” x 18” if a 18" x 12” tablet was used, or a 24” x 24”
if an 18” x 18” tablet were used). Mr Blatchly advised that Members would need to
agree the style of tablet which would be used, the font and colour of the text, the size of
the tablet and plinth, etc.

Cllr White arrived at this point. H 1
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Mr Blatchly recommended that the Council consider stipulating that only one colour of
tablet should be used and highlighted that the Council would need to decide if it wished
“loose” interments of cremated remains to be conducted, or if it wished for cremated
remains to be interred in caskets. Furthermore, Mr Blatchly recommended that the
Council stipulate a timeframe during which bereaved families were required to purchase
a memorial tablet (e.g. three months from the date of the interment of cremated remains).

After a lengthy discussion it was proposed by Clir Pugh, seconded by Clir Harris, that
the Council would utilise 18" x 12" desktop tablets in black utilising Block Roman font
and that the colour of the text (either gold or silver) would be determined by each family.

Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

Members were also asked, in order to ensure consistency, to consider the appointment of
a single monumental mason who would provide such tablets. It was proposed by Cllr
Pearman, that Delegated Powers would be bestowed on the CEO to further the
appointment of a single monumental mason, to determine a pricing structure for the use
of such tablets and to facilitate any work necessary in order to proceed with the use of

such tablets. Seconded by Cllr Harris. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

I ADDITIONAL BURIAL/CEMETERY PROVISION
Members were provided with a copy of an approach which had been received from The
Dean Academy regarding the sale of land which potentially could be used to extend the
Council’s Cemetery. Members noted that the CEO and the Executive Officer had
attended a site meeting with representatives from The Dean Academy to view the land
and that further information was now awaited from said organisation (e.g. consent from
Sport England) before the matter could be progressed.

During discussion it was suggested that access to the site could be gained off the A48
Bypass. It was noted that should Sport England grant consent for the sale of the land, the
Council would need to obtain planning consent for the change of use and it would also
need to undertake ground condition testing in order to ensure that the land was suitable
for the proposed use. The Secretary advised that the Council would need to include a
caveat regarding alternative use for the land in any purchase agreement, should ground
testing results indicate that the land would be unsuitable for the Council’s proposed use.

It was proposed by Clir Ives that Delegated Powers would be bestowed on the CEO to

further the opportunity. Unanimous.
Action by — the Secretary

8. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
No reports were made.
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9. MEETING DATES
It was noted that the next meeting of the Burial Committee would take place on Monday

25 September 2017 at 6.30 pm.

The meeting closed at 6.59 pm.
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