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MINUTES OF THE LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING held in the Council Chamber,
Claremont House, Lydney on Monday 12 March 2018 at 7.02 pm.

PRESENT: Clirs B Berryman (Chairman), D Biddle, R Christodoulides, J Greenwood,

R Holmes, H Ives, W Leach, C Legg, B Pearman, A Preest, C Vaughan and
K White

Mrs V Henson, Primrose Hill C of E Academy and two students
District Cllr R Leppington, Cabinet Member for Development, Asset
Management, Infrastructure and Housing,

Mrs J Smailes — Chief Executive Officer (CEO)

Miss C Wheeler — Executive Officer (EO)

Cllr Berryman informed all present that no practice fire evacuation had been scheduled for the
duration of the meeting. All attendees were then informed of the locations of the nearest fire exits.

1

APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received and noted from Clirs Greening, Harris and Pugh.

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None.

At this point ClIr Berryman elected to bring Agenda Item 5 — Youth Forum forward,
however, the minutes reflect the order as shown on the agenda.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Approval of the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 12 February 2018 were
proposed by Cllr Vaughan, seconded by Cllr Christodoulides. Vote carried.

POLICE MATTERS
Members were informed that the CEO would meet Officers from Gloucestershire
Constabulary the following week and they were invited to raise issues which were causing

concern.

Recalling that the issue of anti-social behaviour in Newerne Street car park had become
prevalent once again, Cllr Ives suggested that Lydney Town Council may wish to extend a
further invitation to Forest of Dean District Council to purchase and install a CCTV unit in
the car park which could be linked to the Town’s CCTV system, subject to the District
Council agreeing to cover the ongoing maintenance costs of the unit. Clir Ives noted that
historically the District Council had declined such an invitation in the past, however, he
felt that the new leadership team may look more favourably on the situation. Cllr Preest
informed Members that the Leader of the District Council was awaiting a response from
the District Council’s Legal Officer regarding the possibility of installing a vehicle barrier
at the site. Cllr Berryman expressed concern over such as he believed it would make it
harder for the Police to enforce legal action as it could then no longer be classed as
“public” open area. The CEO advised that Officers from Gloucestershire Constabulary
were engaging in a number of workshops with young people which were designed to /(
educate them on the issues which were being experienced. ‘
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3 YOUTH FORUM
ClIr Berryman welcomed Mrs Henson and two students from Primrose Hill C of E

Academy to the meeting.

The students informed Members of a science fair which had taken place at the school
which had been designed to demonstrate how it was possible to stop the spread of germs;
Members were also informed that the School Council had participated in the consultation
on the future of the Forest Hospitals and an invitation to attend the school’s Easter play,
which would take place on 28 March 2018 at 11.00 am at Holy Trinity Church was
extended to Members.

ClIr Ives invited Primrose Hill C of E School to participate in a community litter pick
which was being organised for later in the year

ClIr Berryman expressed thanks to Mrs Henson and the students for attending and they
then excused themselves from the meeting.

Education

CllIr Ives informed Members that the date for the community litter pick would need to be
delayed due to GCSE preparation for students at The Dean Academy, and he reminded
Members of the need for the Council to supply litter pliers, black bags and arrange for the
disposal of the items collected.

The CEO reminded Cllr Ives that he would need to provide the office with a copy of the
agreed route, the number of attendees, etc in order that insurance could be arranged for the

event.

Cllr Ives advised Members that the new Chair of the Board of Governors at The Dean
Academy would attend the April Full Council meeting in order to provide members with
an update and that students from Lydney C of E Primary School would attend the June
Youth Forum.

6. OPEN FORUM
District Cllr Leppington, Forest of Dean District Council — informed Members that he
would be willing to answer any questions which they may have on the work of the District
Council as he was aware that said Council was under represented at the meeting.

7 COMMUNICATIONS BY THE MAYOR
CllIr Berryman advised that since the last meeting he had attended the following events:-

e Gloucestershire College Apprentice Department

ClIr Berryman informed Members that he had provided the Forest of Dean Children’s
Opportunity Centre in Coleford with a donation of £150.00 from the Mayor’s Civic Fund.

8. CEQ’S REPORT
A copy of the CEOs report had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting, the
contents of which were duly noted (Appendix A). A report was then given on the
following matters:-

e GDPR — Members were informed that since the last meeting communication from é \
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The Officer at Publica had been inconsistent and that the SLCC had advised that
they would be compiling a suite of documents; the documents would be reviewed by
the CEO to determine if they would be more beneficial to the Council, rather than
the services which may be provided by Publica. It was noted that the Council had
commenced its Data Audit and that it had created a new page on its website
concerning GDPR. However, clarification was still required regarding the necessity
for individual Members to register with the Information Commissioner’s Office and
whether the Clerk could be classed as the Data Protection Officer (DPO).

e In-House Audits — It was noted that Cllr Vaughan had arranged cover which would
enable her to participate in the March Audit. The necessity for the Council to
demonstrate its Member participation in audits was stressed once again to
Councillors.

e Litter at Railway Station — Cllr Preest advised that Network Rail was aware of the
owner of the land on which the litter had accumulated and that no further action was
necessary by the Town Council.

Quarterly Accident Report

Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the quarterly accident report
which had been compiled for the Town Council, Lydney Recreation Trust and the Bathurst
Park and Recreation Trust, the contents of which were noted by Members.

Gifts Register
Members were reminded of the necessity to register all gifts which they may receive from

outside organisations/members of the public due to their role on the Council.

National Association of Local Councils (NALC)
Members were provided with a copy of the information sheet which had been issued by
NALC regarding ethical standards and the National Planning Policy Framework.

9. FINANCIAL MATTERS

FINANCIAL STATEMENT - MARCH 2018

Opening Bank Balances as 1st April 2017

LLOYDS BANK - Current account 83,014.54 ;r::::{, :j ommitrments Brought
LLOYDS BANK - Lydney In Bloom - Current 799.44 £6,048.18
LLOYDS BANK - LGPS - Current 15,012.18

LLOYDS BANK - CED - Current bank a’c 1o be closed 0.00 No longer in use
LLOYDS BANK - Earmarked Reserves:

S106 29,191.50
Lydney War Memorial 2,000.00
Play Areas (General) 6,472.38
Play Areas (Primrose Hill) 8,000.00
Cemetery 13,842.14
Cemetery: St Mary’s Churchyard/Wall 2,500.00
Cemetery: Memorial Testing 11,500.00
Cemetery: Additional Burial Space 12,500.00
Election Costs 10,000.00
Decorating/Carpets 6,192.00
The Tack 788.23
Boar Fencing 5,500.00
Machinery 14,741.22
Town Events 5,000.00
LETS 8,948.58
EA Earmarked 5,000.00
Building Maintenance 720.00
neglc;rét)mgency (Additional Trusts Donations if 20,000.00 162,896.05
LLOYDS BANK - General Reserve 155,237.36 318,133.41
416,959.57
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RECEIPTS

Receipts APRIL
Receipts MAY
Receipts JUNE
Receipts JULY
Receipts AUGUST
Receipts SEPTEMBER
Receipts OCTOBER
Receipts NOVEMBER
Receipts DECEMBER
Receipts JANUARY
Receipts FEBRUARY
Receipts MARCH
Lydney In Bloom: Income banked to LIB current
wc

258,366.43
5002.30
3,449.79
10,406.37
2.793.15
253,695.99
20,036.30
42,192.03
2,095.23
14,482.16
2,210.60

1250.00

Total Receipts YTD 615,980.35
PAYMENTS
Payments APRIL 5.438.52
Payments MAY 62,900.17
Payments JUNE 116,860.73
Payments JULY 54,147.46
Payments AUGUST 49,781.86
Payments SEPTEMBER 39,892.34
Payments OCTOBER 28.921.13
Payments NOVEMBER 33,005.85
Payments DECEMBER 84,845.54
Payments JANUARY 26,389.15
Payments FEBRUARY 33,015.06
Payments MARCH 37,999.53 Detailed Below
Payments PRIOR TO YEAR END
Lydney In Bloom: Cheque Payments to date from LIB a/c 1,285.00
Total Payments YTD 574,491.34
458,448.58
Reconciled Bank Statements as at end FEBRUARY 2018
LLOYDS BANK - Current account 151,985.46
LLOYDS BANK - Lydney In Bloom - Current 764.44
LLOYDS BANK - LGPS - Current 15,014.72
LLOYDS BANK - Earmarked Reserves:
S106 29,191.50
Lydney War Memorial 2,000.00
Play Areas (General) 5,341.07
Play Areas (Primrose Hill incs S106 residue) 23,529.43
Play Areas (Leaze Court) 272157
Leaze Court (GCC Grant) 500.00
Cemetery 13,842.14
Cemetery: St Mary’s Churchyard/Wall 3,500.00
Cemetery: Memorial Testing 11,500.00
Cemetery: Additional Burial Space 14,000.00
Election Costs 10,000.00
Machinery 5,501.22
Town Events 5,000.00
LCTS/Contingency 676.81
Environment Agency 2018/19 Payment 5,000.00
132,303.74
LLOYDS BANK - General Reserve 158,380.22 290,683.96
Bank Balances as at: 28-Feb-18 458,448.58
MARCH PAYMENTS Chg. No Description
Payment made by Direct Debit/Standing Order
Glamorgan Telecom 01.02.18 264.00 Qrtly DD Telephone
Mailbox Door Drop 12.02.18 115.46 BACS Newsletter
WL IT Fuel Genie 13.02.18 172.40 Mthly DD Fuel/Mower/Recharge
Jet Traffic Management 19.02.18 840.00 BACS Training
Forest Equipment Services Ltd: Dog Bins 20,02.18 7135 Mthly STO  Litter/Dog waste Collection
Forest Equipment Services Ltd: Cemetery Bins 20.02.18 8252 Mthly STO  Cemetery Maintenance
Forest Equipment Services Ltd: Litter & Docks 20.02.18 783.79 Mthly STO  Litter-General/Harbour
Bathurst Park Recreation Trust 21.02.18 2,000.00 BACS Grant
EE & T Mobile 23.02.18 13.52 Mthly DD Telephone
BNP Paribas Leasing 23.02.18 78.00 Qrtly DD Postage
Cable Stream Ltd 23.02.18 134.99 Mthly DD Telephone

Direct Debits: Sub Total
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Interim Payments made in advance

Forest of Dean Citizens Advice Bureau 250.00 8872 Ad Hoc Grants
Lydney Festival 500.00 8873 Ad Hoc Grants
750.00
Payments for approval at meeting held on; 8" Jan
Corporate: Payroll 13,981.14 BACS Monthly March
Corporate: HMRC 4,705.23 BACS Monthly March
Corporate: Glos LGPS 5,495.94 BACS Monthly March
Payment Sub Total: 24,182.31
A Crawshaw 150.00 8874 Monthly Corporate: Grant Fundraiser
Cleaning Products UK 15.98 8875 Ad Hoc Establishment
Columbaria Company 252.00 8876 Ad Hoc Cemetery
Dean Truck Repairs 4,328.30 8877 Ad Hoe Purchase/Vehicle Costs
Forest Equipment Services Ltd 54.84 8878 Monthly 3[0:‘_3 WasluPlayarea
aintenance
Forest of Dean District Council 150.00 8879 Annual Cemetery Maintenance
Greenworks Solutions Ltd 84.00 8880 Ad Hoc Establishment
Lydney Engineering Co Ltd 310.67 3881 Ad Hoe Establishment
Monmouthshire County Council 307.20 8882 Ad Hoc Playarea Maintenance
Office Star Group Ltd 33.58 8883 Monthly Stationery
The Institute of Groundsman 150.00 8884 Annual Subscriptions
The Royal Horticultural Society 56.00 8885 Ad Hoc Subscriptions
GAPTC 233283 8886 Annual Subscriptions
FOD Children’s Opportunity Centre 150.00 8887 Ad Hoc Civic
Expenses 88.60 8888 Ad Hoc Civic
Expenses 31.20 8889 Ad Hoc Training
Cash 15.99 8890 Monthly Estb/Postage
Payments for approval:  Sub total 8,511.19

TOTAL PAYMENTS FEBRUARY 37,999.53
A list of unpresented Cheques (For Information only)

Window Competition Winner 3 20.00 8836
S Hall 182.56 8857
202.56

Monthly Payment Listing — Month 12
Receipt of the monthly payment schedule (including the transfers/virements shown below)
was proposed by Cllr Vaughan, seconded by Cllr Greenwood. Unanimous.

Members were requested to bestow Delegated Powers in respect of Month
13/Payroll/commitment clear down/transfer of sums into Earmarked Reserves. Proposed by
Clir Greenwood, seconded by Cllr Christodoulides. Unanimous.

Approval of the payments therefrom proposed by Cllr Ives, seconded by Clir Leach.

Unanimous.
Virements
Amount From To
£400.00 PPE Building Maintenance
£1,000.00 Free Grants Civic
£76.30 PPE Vehicle Costs
Transfers
Amount From To
Nil Nil Nil

Lydney Town Council Debit Card
Members were informed that no expenditure had taken place since the date of the 1 eeting.
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9b — In House Audit Roster
Discussed earlier in the meeting,

10. COMMUNITY RIGHTS
Members noted that the Community Right to Bid Nomination Form had been submitted to

Forest of Dean District Council on 21 February 2018 and that said Authority had 8 weeks in
which they were required to formally add such to the register of nominated listed buildings.

Cllr Berryman advised that since the last meeting a Delegated Powers meeting had taken place
with a landowner in which their plans to redevelop a large section of the nominated area was
explained to those in attendance. Due to the discussions which had taken place it was
proposed by Clir Berryman that the Council would now only require the area shown in
yellow Property 2 (Hardacre Properties Limited) and Property 10 — old Nisa Store (CWS

Manchester) to be registered. Vote carried.
Action by — the CEO

11. ROYAL BRITISH LEGION
Members were asked to consider nominating a Council Representative to take the place of the

Mayor until the Annual Council Meeting. Clir White volunteered to take the place of the
Mayor.

Action by — the CEO

12. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S NON-ATTENDNACE AT TOWN COUNCIL
MEETINGS
Cllr Greenwood spoke on the break in the link of communication which had occurred between
the Town Council and a number of District Councillors. Noting that attendance at Town
Council meetings had been woefully low since the last election, Cllr Greenwood wished to
explore how District Councillors could be encouraged to attend Town Council meetings.

Members were informed that each month the CEO e-mailed all District Councillors to request
that they forward items for the District Councillor report to District Cllr Simpson for collation.
Responding to a question raised by Cllr Greenwood, Members were advised that District Cllrs
could not be permitted to make a verbal report as the Councils Standing Orders permitted
discussion on agenda items only and that it would be necessary for Members to view a written
report in order that they may formulate a response. Noting that District Cllr Leppington was
in attendance, it was suggested that if Members wished to allow District Cllr Leppington to
provide a report to Councillors, in his capacity of Forest of Dean District Council Cabinet
Member, that he should be provided with an Agenda Item and that the Council should grant a
dispensation to permit District Cllr Leppington to provide a verbal report. It was proposed by
Clir Berryman that an Agenda Item would be added to allow District Cllr Leppington to
provide a report to Lydney Town Council and that a dispensation would be granted to allow

such a report to be given by him verbally. Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

During discussion it was noted that Lydney Town Council could not compel the Town’s
District Councillors to attend meetings and that an item had been included on the Town
Council’s Full Council Agenda in order that their written report could be considered.
Members recalled that historically they had also written a letter to the local press highlighting
the lack of attendance by District Councillors at Town Council meetings which had not
provided any improvement, despite its publication. At this point Cllr Berryman informe
Members that further discussion on this matter would take place in Closed Session.
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13.  FORMAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

e Forest Economic Partnership — Members noted that Cllr Pearman would be attending the
next meeting which would take place on 16 April 2018 as the Council’s representative.
Forest of Dean District Council — E-mail exchange between Tess Tremlett, Forest of Dean
District Council and the CEO concerning the District Council’s suggestion of a possible
implementation of a blanket Public Space Protection Order prohibiting dogs from entering
play areas and cemeteries and how such an Order would be enforced.

e Abellio Group — E-mail advising that ARC were withdrawing from the contracts letting
process for the Wales and Borders Rail Service and South Wales Metro.

e Forest of Dean Children’s Opportunity Centre — Request for donation

e Gloucestershire Association of Parish and Town Councils — Subscription request for
2018/2019 membership of £2,332.83.

e Lydney Hub — Article in local Forest of Dean and Wye Valley Review regarding the
formation of the Hub, which was factually incorrect in part.

e Mrs Smith - E-mail regarding ANOB Designation status (it was noted that ClIr Preest was
addressing same with Forest of Dean District Council).

14. COMMITTEE & OTHER REPORTS

Amenities Committee
Members noted that the draft minutes of the last meeting were available from the Town

Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Books.

Members were also informed that adverse weather had affected the completion of the play
equipment which had been installed at Primrose Hill Mesne and that a press release would be
issued once the Council had assumed responsibility for the area.

Burial Committee
Members noted that the draft minutes of the last meeting were available from the Town

Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Books.

Planning & Highway Committee
Members noted that the draft minutes of the last meeting were available from the Town

Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Book.

Cllr Preest advised Members that Tesco had submitted a planning application which had
included the installation of a mini roundabout at the entrance to their site. At the Planning and
Highway Committee meeting which had taken place earlier in the evening Members had learnt
that Gloucestershire Highways no longer objected to the application, however, Cllr Preest had
discovered that the Officer from Gloucestershire County Council had not sought the view of
the Local Highways Manager on the application. Noting that the application would be
delegated to the appointed Planning Officer to determine, ClIr Preest gave a commitment to
contact District Councillors Simpson and Evans to “call the application in” to enable it to be
considered by the District Council’s Planning Committee.

Finance & Scrutiny Committee
Members noted that the approved minutes of the last meeting were available from the Town
Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Books.

Members noted that the approved minutes of the last meeting were available from the Tow
Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Books.
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Coastal Communities Team (CCT)
CllIr Pearman advised that the next meeting was due to take place on 28 March 2018 in order

to discuss the bid for the Coastal Communities Fund.

Community Safety Partnership
Cllr Leach reported that the next meeting would take place later in the week.

Chartered Parishes Group

ClIr Ives reported that the Lengthsman Scheme had been renewed for 2018/2019; that the
Highways Local fund for each County Clir had been reduced from £30,000.00 to £20,000.00
for the next financial year; that the contract with Amey had not been renewed and that the
decision had been taken to divide the current contract into three elements, with one element

awarded to Tarmac.

Market Town’s Forum
Nothing to report.

Forest of Dean Health Forum
Nothing to report.

Flood Defence Stakeholder Meeting
Cllr Berryman advised that the next meeting would take place on 22 March 2018.

Multi-use Track Stakeholder Meeting
Cllr Greenwood advised that every part of the Valley Route had now been walked and work

was now taking place on producing a definitive plan.

Parish and Town Council Liaison Meeting
Clir Ives advised that he had not been able to attend the last Liaison Meeting as it had
coincided with the Town Council’s Finance & Scrutiny Committee Meeting.

15.  DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
No report received.

16. COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
County ClIr Preest advised that a positive meeting had taken place at the Welsh Assembly and
that no cuts would be experienced in the train services; that the franchise for the Wales and
Borders Rail Service was now between Amey and ATR; that he would attend a meeting with
Mr S Excell, Gloucestershire County Council the following week; that he had commenced
work concerning infrastructure in planning and would investigate if other District Councils
were able to assist each other; offered congratulations to Lydney Town Band on their recent

promotion and called for Mayor to send a congratulatory letter to the Band.
Action by — Clir Berryman

17. COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Cllr Ives commended Amey on their work to resurface Avenue Andre Clement which //(X

dissected Bathurst Park.
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ClIr Biddle advised that he had attended an informal meeting with a representative from
Lydney Hub and had extended an invitation for them to attend a further meeting next week at
the Lydney Community Centre to discuss space for a youth facility. Cllr Biddle also advised
that the Centre may also agree to fund a further youth survey.

18. PRESS RELEASE
None.

19. MEETING DATES
As per the meeting schedule (unless cancelled/postponed due to insufficient business by the

relevant Chairman).

26 March 2018 at 6.30 pm - Burial Committee
9 April 2018 at 6.00 pm - Planning and Highway Committee/Full Council

EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC & PRESS
CLOSED SESSION

Standing orders suspended in order that the council may continue in “closed session” under the provisions of The
Public (Admission to Meetings Act 1960) as the business to be discussed is considered to be of a confidential nature

12. DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S NON-ATTENDANCE AT TOWN COUNCIL

MEETINGS
It was proposed by Cllr Greenwood, seconded by Cllr Ives, that the CEO would be
instructed to write to District Councillors to encourage them to attend Lydney Town Council

meetings. Vote carried.

Action by — the CEO

It was proposed by Clir Ives, seconded by Cllr Greenwood, that the record for Town
Councillors’ and District Councillors’ attendance at Lydney Town Council meetings would be
published in the Town Council’s newsletter on a quarterly basis and included in the Annual

Town Meeting Report. Vote carried.
Action by — the CEO

Meeting closed at 8.15 pm

-------------------------------
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Actions from Full Council meeting on 12 February 2018

Agenda ltem

Action

8.

CEO to liaise with La Marcom Data Consulting (or Publica) in respect of General Data
Protection Regulations consultancy requirements and to appoint if it was felt the service
being offered matched the council’s requirements and if no further information from

NALC/GAPTC on the matter was forthcoming.

Clir Berryman is unavailable and therefore unable to undertake Clir Vaughan s March

9.
In-house Audit.

10. CEO to register a Commumty nght to Bld with Forest of Dean Dlstnct Council on the
10 properties identified. (

14. Cllr Pearman to attend the Forest Economic Partnershlp meeting on 16 April 2018.

18. Cllr Preest to establish ownership of a stretch of land at the rear of the bus shelter at the

railway statlon or nonfy the CEO that it would be necessary to conduct a Land Registry
search. | [ ,




