LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL MEETING — 2017/11/13 - 65

MINUTES OF THE LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL MEETING held in the Council Chamber,
Claremont House, Lydney on Monday 13 November 2017 at 7.00 pm.

PRESENT: Clirs B Berryman (Chairman), D Biddle, R Christodoulides, J] Greenwood,

C Harris, R Holmes, W Leach, C Legg and B Pearman

Ms Claire Vaughan — Potential Co-optee

Two members of the public

Mrs J Smailes — Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Miss C Wheeler — Executive Officer (EO)

Clir Berryman informed all present that no practice fire evacuation had been scheduled for the
duration of the meeting. All attendees were then informed of the locations of the nearest fire exits.

1.
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CO-OPTION
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of legal advice/the Town
Council’s Policy regarding co-option in addition to the two expression of interest letters

which had been received.

Members were informed that a further two expression of interest letters had been received,
however, they had not been received in time to be considered at the meeting.

Accordingly, it was noted that should the Council not fill all its vacancies at the meeting
the most recent expression of interest letters would be considered at the December

meeting.

Mr Kevin Greening

Clir Berryman advised all present that it had not been possible for Mr Kevin Greening to
attend the meeting, however the Council had previously resolved that candidates would be
considered for co-option in their absence in such instances whereby the candidate had

requested such.

Members were reminded that the vote for co-option would be taken by a show of hands. It
was proposed by Clir Pearman, seconded by Clir Berryman, that a recorded vote
would be taken instread. Vote carried.

Mr Greening’s expression of interest letter was then read out and Clir Berryman asked
Members to vote on his co-option to the Council.

For Against Abstention
Cllr Berryman Cllr Holmes
Cllr Biddle

ClIr Christodoulides

Clir Greenwood

ClIr Harris

Cllr Leach

Cllr Legg

Cllr Pearman

Mr Greening was duly co-opted onto Lydney Town Council.
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Ms Claire Vaughan

Ms Vaughan was invited to provide a short presentation to Council on her application for
co-option. Ms Vaughan requested that Members consider the points contained in her
expression of interest letter and explained that she had previously acted as a Lydney Town
Councillor for two years until family issues forced her resignation.

Cllr Berryman proceeded to read out Ms Vaughan’s expression of interest letter. Ms
Vaughan was requested to leave the Chamber during the voting process. Clir Berryman
asked Members to vote on Ms Vaughan’s co-option to the Council.

For Against Abstention
Clir Berryman Clir Holmes
Clir Biddle

Cllr Christodoulides

Cllr Greenwood

Cllr Harris

ClIr Leach

Clr Legg

ClIr Pearman

Ms Vaughan was invited to return to the Chamber where she was informed of the decision
to co-opt her on onto Lydney Town Council.

At 7.08 pm Standing Orders were suspended while Cllr Vaughan signed her Declaration
of Acceptance of Office and assumed her seat at the table.

Standing Orders were re-instated at 7.09 pm and it was agreed that Cllr Vaughan would
report to the Council’s Office later in the week to complete/return her Declaration of
Interest form, etc. It was noted that the CEO would make arrangements with Clir
Greening for him to visit the office upon his return to complete the requisite forms in order
that the may commence his position as a Lydney Town Councillor.

2. APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received and noted from Clirs Ives, Preest, Pugh and White.

Members noted that the recent By-election for Lydney North had been uncontested and
that Cllr Roger Holmes had been duly elected “uncontested” to the Council. Members
welcomed Cllr Holmes.

3. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
None.

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Approval of the minutes of the Town Council meeting held on 9 October 2017 were
proposed by Clir Harris, seconded by Cllr Greenwood. Vote carried.

5. POLICE MATTERS
Members were provided with a copy of the e-mail summary which had been provided by
the Police and the CEO sought direction from Members regarding the issues which they
required the Police to target over the forthcoming month. It was felt that attention should
be placed on anti-social behaviour (particularly in the Hams Road Car Park).
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Clir Harris advised that issues were also being experienced with shoplifting, of which the
Police were already aware.

6. YOUTH FORUM
Members noted that unfortunately Lydney C of E School had tendered their apologies.

In the absence of Clir Ives, the CEO advised that Primrose Hill C of E Academy would
attend the December meeting; students from The Dean Academy would attend the January
meeting; Primrose Hill C of E students would attend the March meeting, with Lydney C of
E School attending the April meeting.

7. OPEN FORUM
No requests to speak were received.

8. COMMUNICATIONS BY THE MAYOR
ClIr Berryman advised that since the last meeting he had attended the following events:

e Opening of the Poppy Shop
e Great Oaks Dean Forest Hospice
e Royal British Legion Remembrance procession

Cllr Berryman informed Members that as per the agreement between the Council and the
Royal British Legion Lydney Branch a cheque would be provided to said organisation
from the Civic fund for £400.00 to assist with the cost of the Remembrance event. This
sum was to include a contribution payable by the Royal British Legion Lydney Branch to
St Mary’s.

9. CEQ’S REPORT
A copy of the CEOs report had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting, the

contents of which were duly noted (Appendix A). A report was then given on the
following matters:-

e CllIr Holmes questioned if any further action could be taken to address the issue of
the lock gates at the Harbour. Members were advised that the Council had been
provided with a copy of the reply tendered by the Environment Agency in response
to a question which had been raised by a member of the public. Clir Biddle felt
that the Member of Public would make further enquiries themselves with the
Environment Agency.

LAIS1405 — Councillor Disqualification Information
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the document and were
requested to ensure that the information was retained in their file.

Flag Flying Dates for 2018
Members were provided with a copy of this document for their information.

Accident Overview
Members were provided with a copy of the registered accidents which had occurred across

all three organisations (Lydney Town Council, Bathurst Park and Recreation Trust,
kw'dney Recreation Trust) since 2007 for their consideration. Noted.
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Hearing Loop
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with information which had been received

which provided illustrative costs for the provision of a hearing loop. After a short
discussion it was agreed that the CEO would obtain a formal quotation for the installation
of a hearing loop in the Council Chamber. The matter would then be an agenda item for a

future meeting.
Action by — the CEO

Aerial Imagery
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a quotation which had been obtained as

per Council’s request for providing aerial imagery for the Town which could be used on
the Town Council’s website.

Responding to a question which had been raised at a previous meeting, Members were
informed that Coleford Town Council had expended £2,500.00 on their aerial imagery
shown on their website.

During discussion Members were reminded of the Real Town Tour mobile app which
could be used to access a tour of the Town, and it was felt that a member of the public had
already conducted an aerial tour of the Town utilising a drone. It was propesed by Clir
Pearman, seconded by Clir Harris, that consideration would be given to linking the Real
Town Tour app and the drone imagery on the Council’s website. Unanimous.

ClIr Pearman offered his assistance to the CEO in order to further the project.
Action by — Clir Pearman/the CEO

Training

Members were asked to consider/approve attendance by Cllrs Holmes, Vaughan and
Greening on a “Being a Better Councillor” training course at a cost of £95.00 per person.
The CEO advised that the course would take place on 15 February 2018 at 9.30 am at the
Brockworth Community Centre. New Members were also informed of the Council’s

Policy re non-attendance/repayment of costs incurred.

Cllr Vaughan advised Members that she had previously attended such training and

therefore declined to attend the course. Clir Holmes expressed a willingness to attend and

gave a commitment to check his availability and inform the CEO accordingly that week.
Action by — Clir Holmes

It was proposed by Clir Pearman, seconded by Cllr Berryman, that the cost of
Councillor Training for new Members would be borne by the Council (subject to the
Council’s Policy re non-attendance/repayment of costs incurred). Furthermore, that the
CEO would also contact Cllr Greening to ascertain his availability to attend said course.

Unanimous.
Action by — the CEO

Members were then asked to approve training on the Pear Mapping system at a cost of
£475.00 plus VAT for the Council’s new Administration Assistant/refresher training for
current employees. Approval proposed by Clir Harris, seconded by Clir Legg.

Unanimous.
mad Action by — the CEO
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10.  FINANCIAL MATTERS

FINANCIAL STATEMENT - NOVEMBER 2017
Opening Bank Balances as 1st April 2017
LLOYDS BANK - Current account 83,014.54 2016/17 Commitments
Brought Forward
LLOYDS BANK - Lydney In Bloom - Current 799.44 £6,048.18
LLOYDS BANK - LGPS - Current 15,012.18
LLOYDS BANK - CED - Current bank a/c to be closed 0.00 No longer in use
LLOYDS BANK - Earmarked Reserves:
$106 29,191.50
Lydney War Memorial 2,000.00
Play Areas (General) 6,472.38
Play Areas (Primrose Hill) 8,000.00
Cemetery 13,842.14
Cemetery: St Mary’s Churchyard/Wall 2,500.00
Cemetery: Memorial Testing 11,500.00
Cemetery: Additional Burial Space 12,500.00
Election Costs 10,000.00
Decorating/Carpets 6,192.00
The Tack 788.23
Boar Fencing 5,500.00
Machinery 14,741.22
Town Events 5,000.00
LCTS 8,948.58
EA Earmarked 5,000.00
Building Maintenance 720.00
Contingency (Additional Trusts Donations if 20,000.00 162,896.05
needed)
LLOYDS BANK - General Reserve 155,237.36 318,133.41
416,959.57
RECEIPTS
Receipts APRIL 258,366.43
Receipts MAY 5002.30
Receipts JUNE 3,449.79
Receipts JULY 10,406.37
Receipts AUGUST 2,793.15
Receipts SEPTEMBER 253,695.99
Receipts OCTOBER 20,036.30

Receipts NOVEMBER

Receipts DECEMBER

Receipts JANUARY

Receipts FEBRUARY

Receipts MARCH

Lydney In Bloom: Income banked to LIB current afc 1000.00 No recent transactions
Total Receipts YTD 534,714.03

PAYMENTS

Payments APRIL 5,438.52
Payments MAY 62,900.17
Payments JUNE 116,860.73
Payments JULY 54,147.46
Payments AUGUST 49,781.86
Payments SEPTEMBER 39,892.34
Payments OCTOBER 28,921.13 Detailed Below
Payments NOVEMBER

Payments DECEMBER

Payments JANUARY

Payments FEBRUARY
Payments MARCH
Payments PRIOR TO YEAR END

Lydney In Bloom: Cheque Payments to date from LIB a/c 623.20
Total Payments YTD 358,565.41
593,108.19
Reconciled Bank Statements as at end OCTOBER 17
LLOYDS BANK - Current account 307,067.22
LLOYDS BANK - Lydney In Bloom - Current 1,176.24
LLOYDS BANK - LGPS - Current 15,012.92
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LLOYDS BANK - Earmarked Reserves:

5106 29,191.50
Lydney War Memorial 2,000.00
Play Areas (General) 6,472.38
Play Areas (Primrose Hill) 8,000.00
Cemetery 13,842.14
Cemetery: St Mary’s Churchyard/Wall 3,500.00
Cemetery: Memorial Testing 11,500.00
Cemetery: Additional Burial Space 14,000.00
Election Costs 10,000.00
Machinery 5,501.22
Town Events 5,000.00
LCTS 676.81
109,684.05
LLOYDS BANK - General Reserve 153,832.43 263,516.48
Bank Balances as at: 31-Oct-17 593,108.19
OCTOBER PAYMENTS Chg. No Description/Spending Power:
Payment made by Direct Debit/Standing Order
Konica Minolta 233.23
Public Works Loan 7,643.43
ICO 35.00
UK Shopping Mail 10.57
Land Register 6.00
BNP Paribas Leasing 330.00
Amazon UK 29.20
Konica Minolta 193.97
WL IT Fuel Genie 354.19
ADT 50.72
ADT 206.68
SLCC 192.00
Forest Equipment Services Ltd: 71.35
Forest Equipment Services Ltd: 82.52
Forest Equipment Services Ltd: 783.79
EE & t Mobile 13.52
FoDDC Business Rates 67.00
Cable Stream 163.90
Redline Telecom 38.94
Direct Debits: Sub Total 10,505.01
Interim Payments made in advance
SLCC 118.80 8782 Ad Hoc Training
Dean Mowers Ltd 7,800.00 8783 Ad Hoc Machinery
7,918.80
Payments for approval
Corporate: Payroll TBC BACS Monthly November
Corporate: HMRC TBC BACS Monthly November
Corporate: Glos LGPS TBC BACS Monthly November
Payment Sub Total:
R Cole Contracting 5667.00 8784 Ad Hoc Grass Cutting
A Crawshaw 150.00 8785 Mthly Corp/Grant Fundraiser
Dean Mowers Ltd 25.20 8786 Ad Hoc Machinery/Tools Repairs
Forest Equipment Services Ltd 21.94 8787 Mthly Litter: Dog Waste
Cleaning Products UK (Gooch Group) 30.50 8788 Qrtly Establishment
GAPTC 35.000 8789 Ad Hoc Training
Light Fantastic DIY 136.56 8790 Mthly ﬁ;’;ﬁtewj RAA i Comistmas
Plantscape Ltd 2505.60 8791 Annual Floral Displays
sLcc 359.00 8792 Annual Subscriptions
Worksafety Ltd 305.58 8793 Ad Hoc PPE
WPS 28.00 8794 Ad Hoc Insurance
Bathurst Park Rec Trust: (VAT) 2918.88 8795 Qrtly VAT Repaid
Lydney Recreation Trust (VAT) 2163.39 8796 Qrtly VAT Repaid
Cash — Grotto Float 100.00 8797 Annual Christmas Event
Expenses 29.12 8798 Ad Hoc Training
Expenses 27.30 8799 Ad Hoc Training
Expenses 39.00 8800 Ad Hoc Civic
Cash 39.97 8801 Mthly Postage/Estb/Mtg Cots
Payments for apq:val: Sub total 14,582.04
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TOTAL PAYMENTS NOVEMBER 33,005.85
A list of unpresented Chegues (For Information only)
Whitehouse Press (Printers) Ltd 561.00 8779
Total 561.00

Monthly Payment Listing — Month 8

Members were advised that S106 funding for “off site” recreation had since been received in
respect of a housing development in the Town from Forest of Dean District Council. The
CEO reminded Members that the Amenities Committee had resolved to utilise said funding for
a Local Area of Play (LAP) at Primrose Hill Mesne. Members were also informed that a grant
of £1,000 had been secured by the Grants Administrator for the cleaning/filtration of the
Memorial Pond in Bathurst Park.

Responding to a question raised by Cllr Biddle, the CEO advise that no costs had been
incurred by the Council as a result of the recent By-Election for Lydney North as Polling
Cards had not been issued by Forest of Dean District Council as the By-Election on this
occasion was uncontested.

Receipt of the monthly payment schedule (including the transfers/virements shown overleaf)
was proposed by Cllr Harris, seconded by ClIr Leach. Unanimous

Approval of the payments therefrom proposed by Clir Harris, seconded by Cllr Pearman.

Unanimous.
Virements
Amount From To
£500.00 Health & Safety Cemetery Plaques
Transfers
Amount From To
£7,800.00 LTC Deposit E/M Machinery LTC Current A/C

Lydney Town Council Debit Card
Members were provided with a list of payments which had been made utilising the Council’s

debit card (shown below). Noted.

Date of Supplier Details of Purchase Amount of Name of LTC
Transaction Expenditure Emplovee placing
order
4.10.17 Easy Florist 6 x Green spike grave £10.57 (including Carol Wheeler
Supplies vase 32 cms delivery)
5.10.17 Land Registry Search to establish if land | £6.00 Carol Wheeler

by Severnbanks School
was registered

10.10.17 Amazon Civic gift — expression of | £29.20 (to be Carol Wheeler
thanks charged to the Civic
Budget)
13.10.17 SLCC Affiliated Membership for | £192.00 Jayne Smailes
2 Sharon Lanfear

)
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Members were informed that at the time of the meeting the corporate spend figure for
November had yet to be calculated due to illness. It was proposed by Cllr Berryman that
Delegated Powers would be bestowed on an Officer and Two Members of the Personnel
Committee in order that payroll may be addressed/payment made in the usual manner.

Unanimous.

10b. Section 3 — External Auditors Certificate and Opinion
Cllr Pearman advised that Grant Thornton had given a commitment to discuss with their
Directors the Council’s concerns over their failure to check the Precept figure. Members were
informed that Grant Thornton’s account had yet to be settled as their response was still
awaited following receipt of such payment would then be released.

It was noted that the Town Council was not the only Authority in Gloucestershire to
experience issues with Grant Thornton and Members were informed that a new External
Auditor had been appointed by Public Sector Audit Appointments Limited for Year End 31st

March 2018.

10c. Half yearly Interim Internal Audit Report 2017/2018
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the report which had been
received from its Independent Internal Auditor, Wildins & Co.

Attention was drawn to the comment by the Internal Auditor that it had been noted that
Members were not participating when they had been rostered to attend and address “in-house”
audit checks, which resulted in other Members having to provide cover. Members were
reminded that the Council had attained Quality Gold status and that it was important that it
continued to perform to the highest standards of financial and procedural governance.

11. FORMAL CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

e Wye Valley and Forest of Dean Tourism — Invitation to attend a Tourism Presentation on
22 November 2017 at 6.00 pm in the Council Chamber, Forest of Dean District Council,
Coleford.

e Forest of Dean District Council — E-mail from District Clir Hiett providing and e-mail link
to the Forest GP Improved Access Pilot Scheme.

¢ Gloucestershire County Council — providing a map of the proposed cycle route LY?2
options.

e Taurus Crafts — Confirmation that Taurus Crafts would be agreeable to the Council
installing an Town Information Lectern at their site. Members noted the approximate cost
of the lectern would amount to £990.00 including VAT. It was proposed by Clir Harris,
seconded by Cllr Christodoulides, that the Council would proceed with the installation,
subject to the lectern being placed towards the top of the car park. Vote carried. Members
noted that the Town Map signage on the Co-operative site would also be replaced.

e Citizen’s Advice Bureau — Providing a copy of the Annual Review for 2016/2017.

e Gloucestershire Market Town Forum — E-mail requesting the completion of a
questionnaire which had been designed to help shape the Gloucestershire Market Towns
Forum. It was agreed that Cllr Pearman and the CEO would complete the questionnaire on
the Council’s behalf.

e Forest of Dean District Council — E-mail providing an update on the new Community
Wellbeing service.

e Mrs S Holmes — E-mail expressing interest in the Council’s vacancies for Councillors.

v
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e Mr A Morgan-Watts — E-mail expressing interest in the Council’s vacancies for Councillors.

e Forest of Dean District Council — E-mail advising that the Cabinet had provided four days of
“free car parking”, with six days being granted in 2018. Members noted that the 2018 dates
would be an agenda item for the December meeting in order that they may be allocated.

e Amey Gloucestershire — Letter instructing the Council to undertake remedial tree works at
The Oaks, Allaston Road.

e Abellio Rail Cymru Mid Wales & Borders Meet & Greet — Invitation to appoint a
representative to attend the event on 22 November 2017 at Churchill House, Venns Lane,
Aylestone Hill, Hereford, HR1 1DE from 2.00 pm to 4.00 pm.

e Chris Jones — E-mail advising of a new road safety campaign. Members to contact Chris
Jones if they wish to participate.

e Mr Johnson ~ Expressing a desire to meet with Council to discuss the possible provision of
four units on a parcel of land. ClIr Biddle expressed regret that no provision had been
included in the application by Allaston Developments Limited for S106 contributions. The
CEO was instructed to arrange a meeting with the developer to ascertain if they would be
willing to vary their legal agreement if it were felt that a contribution towards a community

building on the site was no longer required.
Action by — the CEO

Battles Over — Bruno Peek LVO, OBE OPR

Members were provided with a copy of the Battles Over document and were asked to consider
the formation of a sub-committee who would be responsible for furthering the arrangements for
the 2018 event. Cllr Pearman advised that he and the Mayor had attended a meeting with the
Royal British Legion Lydney Branch (RBL) to discuss arrangement for 2018. Accordingly,
Clir Pearman proposed the formation of a sub-committee if felt appropriate by the RBL and
that a small additional budget be allocated to address any associated costs for the event, this
added to the Civic Fund as of April 2018 (suggested sum £1,000). Seconded by Clir
Berryman.

It was agreed that the Mayor/Deputy Mayor would e-mail all Members advising as to the date of
any subsequent meetings.

12. LYDNEY TOWN CENTRE AUDIT REPORT
Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of the e-mail exchange between the
CEO and Forest of Dean District Council’s Regeneration Officer regarding the Report.
Members noted that the Officer and District Councillor Gooch had declined the Council’s

invitation to attend the meeting.

During discussion it was noted that the Council had not been granted an opportunity to have any
input into the contents of the report and concern was voiced over the methodology used as it had
differed from before therefore the results could not be compared to previous years. It was felt
that the report reflected badly on the Town and it was unanimously agreed that the CEO would
be instructed to write to Forest of Dean District Council requesting that the document be

withdrawn from public display immediately.
Action by — the CEO

A short discussion then ensued regarding improvements which could be conducted in the Town.
Members were reminded that the Council had previously formed a Town Improvement sub-
committee and the CEO was requested to arrange a further meeting of same to which an

invitation would be extended to the Grants Administrator to attend in January 2018 (date TBC).
Action by — the CEO

Ref: mins - Town Council Mtg 131117



LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL
FULL COUNCIL MEETING — 2017/11/13 — 74

13. COMMITTEE & OTHER REPORTS

Amenities Committee
Members noted that the draft minutes of the last meeting were available from the Town

Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Books.

Prior to the meeting Members were provided with a copy of an e-mail which had been
received from Two Rivers Housing regarding the provision of play equipment on the site at
Leaze Court. Members were reminded that as advised earlier in the meeting S106 funding had
been received for a Local Area of Play at The Mesne. It was noted that the Council would be
required to cover the VAT element of the new play area and once the VAT had been reclaimed
it would then seek to install play equipment on the site at Leaze Court. Members were advised
that the CEO had been in contact regarding a lease extension for the Leaze Court site and that
if it was not possible to extend the lease to 10 years the Council would look to relocate the
benches and litter bin which had been installed on the site.

Members were reminded that the Town’s Christmas Lights would be switched on at 6.00 pm
on Saturday 25 November 2017; that Lydney RFC would form a “Guard of Honour” for Mr
Richard Hibbard; the Mayor’s Cadet would accompany Mr Hibbard and assist with the
switching on of the light. Members were asked to confirm their attendance at the event: Cllrs
Berryman, Pearman, Legg, Greenwood, Christodoulides, Vaughan and Leach confirmed their
attendance (Cllr Holmes to ascertain availability and advise the office accordingly). Members
noted that the CEO, Administration Assistant and two members of Groundstaff would also be
in attendance; payment for hours worked covered by the Town Council.

Burial Committee
Members noted that the draft minutes of the last meeting were available from the Town

Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Books.

Members noted that a “Main Modification” consultation was currently being undertaken on
Forest of Dean District Council’s Allocation Plan.

Planning & Highway Committee
Members noted that the draft minutes of the last meeting were available from the Town

Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Book.

Finance & Scrutiny Committee
Members noted that the draft minutes of the last meeting were available from the Town
Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Books.

Personnel Committee
Members noted that the approved minutes of the last meeting were available from the Town

Council’s website/hard copy in Public Minute Books.

Coastal Communities Team (CCT)

Clir Pearman advised Members that an application had been submitted for the next round of
funding and that the Team had submitted a planning application in respect of the
improvements.

Community Safety Partnership
Clir Leach advised that no meeting had taken place since the last meeting.
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Chartered Parishes Group
No report.

Market Town’s Forum

Cllr Pearman advised that at the last meeting all members had been asked to complete a
baseline report. Members were informed that due to the fact that the AGM had taken place at
Lydney, enquiries had been received regarding Lydney’s NDP and the Annual Report, which
one Cinderford Councillor wished to replicate at their Annual Town Meeting.

Forest of Dean Health Forum
Clir Pearman informed Members that a good turnout had been recorded at the consultation

event which had taken place at the Lydney Community Centre and that following his letter in
the local press he had been contacted by the Communications Officer for Forest of Dean
District Council as the Leader had been concerned that the District Council could be seen to be
less than impartial. Cllr Pearman stressed that the Lydney and Severnside Stakeholder
meetings were led by the Friends of Lydney Hospital and were non-political.

Clir Harris advised Members that copies of the consultation document were widely available in
Doctors surgeries in the Town.

Flood Defence Stakeholder Meeting

Whilst no meeting had taken place since the last meeting Members were reminded that work
was ongoing on the amendment of the Community Plan with the assistance of the Environment
Agency and it was hoped that the revised document would be presented at the next Stakeholder

meeting.

Multi-use Track Stakeholder Meeting
Cllr Greenwood advised that whilst no meeting had taken place recently, a number of walks

had taken place to finesse the Valley route.

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
No report received.

COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
No report received.

COUNCILLOR REPORTS
Cllr Pearman informed Members that he had deputised for the Mayor at the Citizen’s

Remembrance Event.

Clir Leach advised that as Christmas Eve fell on a Sunday this year most of the Churches in
the Town were joining together to sing carols at a venue in the Town.

PRESS RELEASE

Clir Berryman reminded Members of the recent articles which had appeared in the press
criticising the Council. Members were then provided with a draft copy of a Press Release
which had been compiled by Members/the CEO which refuted the criticism which had been
unfairly directed at the Council. Members were informed that if approved, the Press release
wﬁbe published in the local press and on the Council’s website/social media.
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Members were informed that should the Council be required to submit the Press Release as an
article in order that it be printed in its entirety a cost would be incurred. Responding to a
question raised by Cllr Biddle regarding the wildflower area the CEO advised Members that
the matter was being addressed by the Council’s/Trust’s Solicitor and the Public Right of Way
Officer would be furthering the widening of the footpath/instructing residents to cut back
overgrown hedges, vegetation, etc. Members were reminded that a vehicular right of way did
not exist — pedestrian access only. Clir Biddle called for the matter to be an agenda item for
Lydney Recreation Trust as he claimed that he was not aware of all the actions undertaken by
the CEO/Trust Secretary, however, the CEO reminded Cllr Biddle that he had been copied into
every e-mail relating to said work and that all Members had since been provided with copies of
these documents which reiterated this point. Noted.

ClIr Pearman advised Members that the Press Release had not been produced solely by an
individual and voiced his support of the document. Cllr Pearman felt that the time had come
for the Council to correct a number of inaccuracies which had been published in the press and
reminded all Members that they were all accountable corporately for the actions of the
Council. Cllr Pearman also advised that he had expressed concern to the local press over their
policy of continuing to published letters which did not display the senders name.

Clirs Christodoulides and Harris spoke in support of publishing the Press Release without
amendment. Whilst he did not disagree with the points contained in the Press Release, Clir
Leach felt that the opening and closing paragraphs should be revised to reflect softer wording.
Furthermore, Cllr Leach felt that the Release should include mention of the fact that
Councillors gave their time free of charge and covered their own expenses.

Clir Berryman reminded Members of their duty of care to their employees and stated he felt it
was unacceptable when an Officer’s family members were discussed in public purely due to
the Officer’s employment with the Council.

It was proposed by Clir Harris, seconded by Clir Pearman that the Press Release would be
published in the local press in its entirety. Cllr Leach advised that whilst he would not vote
against the submission of the article he would abstain from voting as he still believed the
opening/closing paragraphs needed softening. The motion was put to a vote with eight votes in

favour, one abstention and one vote against.
Action by — the CEO

18. MEETING DATES
As per the meeting schedule (unless cancelled/postponed due to insufficient business by the

relevant Chairman).

20 November 2017 at 7.00 pm - Finance and Scrutiny Committee (Budget Meeting)
27 November 2017 at 7.00 pm - Trust meetings (note: no Burial meeting required)
11 December 2017 at 6.00 pm - Planning and Highway Committee/Full Council

Members were informed that an Extra Ordinary meeting of the Finance and Scrutiny
Committee would take place at 5.30 pm on 11 December 2017.

Meeting closed at 8.40 pm

Chairman QH"‘J%Q}"" e WS Date ........... \\/\1/20'7 .....

Ref: mins - Town Council Mtg 131117
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Actions from Full Council meeting on 9 October 2017

ngnda Item | Action
1. o Obtain token of appreciation for Clir Street. one
8. e CEO to obtain confirmation from Forest of Dean District Council that S106

contribution from “Land at Highfield Road. Lydney” application could be used to
fund LAP for under 5s at Primrose Hill and a play area at Leaze Court. Done

I ks « CEO to ensure that the Lydney Town Centre Audit Report 2017 produced by Forest
of Dean District Council was an agenda item for the November Full Council

meeting. Agenda ltem

* CEO to inform Fores( of Dean District Council of Members™ disappointment with
the contents of the Lydney Town Centre Audit Report 2017 and that the Report
would be further considered by Members at their November meeting. )0

e CEO to forward a copy of the response issues by the Environment Agency
concerning the complaint about the Lock Gates to all Members.

e CEO to obtain a legal opinion from the Council’s Solicitor regarding the District
Council’s decision to cover the By-election costs of those Council’s whose Precept is
less than £100.000. cnding

16. e CEO to ensure thata commun:ty lltter pl(.‘l\ was an agenda item for the next meeting

of the Amenities Committee. Amenitics Agenda ltem ]
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