
 Minutes of the Multi Agency Stakeholder Flood Defence Meeting held on 
Thursday 30th November 2017 in Lydney Town Council Chambers at 11.00 am
	PRESENT:
	Bob Berryman, Lydney Town Council – Chairman (BB)
Cllr Rose Christodoulides, Lakeside Resident Rep/Lydney Town Council (RC)

Cllr Colin Legg, Lakeside Resident Rep/Lydney Town Council (CL)
Jayne Smailes, Lydney Town Council (JS)
Dawn Morgan, Forest of Dean District Council (DM)
Chris McFarling Forest of Dean District Council (CM)
Andrew Bryant, Watts Group (AB)
Martin Young, Environment Agency (MY)

Brian Watkins, Gloucestershire County Council (BW)
Ed Argent, Robert Hitchins EA)
David Graham, Gloucestershire County Council (DG)
Jonathon Mogg. Severn Trent Water (JM)

J Walker, Environment Agency (JW)

Alan Preest, Lydney Town Council (AP)

	
	

	IN ATTENDANCE:
	Sharon Lanfear, Admin Assistant, Lydney Town Council (Minute Taker)

	
	

	APOLOGIES:
	Karen Rushworth, FoDDC, 
Brian Pearman, Lydney Town Council

Robert Franklin, Lydney Park Estate
Alex Robinson, Gloucestershire County Council


	ITEM
	
	ACTION

	1.
	WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 

Cllr Bob Berryman (BB) chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone. 

	

	2. 
	NOTES OF LAST MEETING (28 September 2017)
The meeting notes were accepted as a true record.
Although prior actions were discussed the meeting reflects the correct agenda number.

	

	3.
	MEAD LANE
AB queried whether there had been any further progress in respect to identifying the person/persons responsible for maintaining the culvert.  It was noted that Mr B Pearman had been scheduled to have a site meeting with representatives from Gloucestershire County Council being present however this had been deferred.
BW confirmed that Gloucestershire County Council were currently considering whether the culvert fell under their remit and would report to the next meeting as to whether such had been added to their maintenance schedule.

DM advised that FoDDC owns part of the land and although currently not on a maintenance schedule.  DM gave an undertaking to insure the maintenance programme included works on this culvert future.  
EA explained that all developers were required to pay a set contribution per property in order to connect to the Severn Trent Water pipes.
AB queried whether the sewage pumping station was currently at full capacity given it was evident there had been an issue the week prior at the Treatment Works despite there being no adverse weather.
JM explained that in order to address improvement to such works it would be necessary to monitor the system in the first instance and although such monitoring works had been undertaken prior it had not been possible to gain sufficient information from the flow meters as at that time we had not experienced any adverse weather/flooding. 
JM also explained his concerns in respect of residents lifting open manhole covers to allow flood/foul water to enter the system at times of adverse weather.
JS expressed concern over the amounts of times STW were permitted to discharge into the river Lyd and queried why the licence did not state a set number of times instead of allowing STW to discharge as often as they like.
JW explained that some of the discharge consent licences issued by the EA were issued before new regulations came into force, however, legally the EA still had to honour them.

RC asked JM to clarify exactly when he had witnessed residents opening manhole covers and queried whether this was when the area flooded in Christmas 2013 RC believed it was the Fire Service who actually lifted the covers in order to save the neighbouring properties.

AB reiterated that he believed the sewage treatment works was already full to capacity and felt that such should be upgraded.

JS queried why, if any major developments were required to make financial commitments, such was not linked to a specific area the same as in the case of the S106 monies for this would enable those connecting to the STW pipework in Lydney to contribute towards the upgrade of the sewage plant.

JM said this is not how it works and the money is not linked but instead STW uses the money in whichever area it deems necessary.
JS Questioned whether there was any means by which such an undertaking could be linked by the LPA

	Action -  BP to report at next meeting 
Action – DM to confirm that the maintenance programme has been updated 
Action – BW to confirm culvert had been added to the maintenance schedule
Action – CM to make inquiries of Planning Department

	4.
	FLOOD ELEVIATION WORKS AT LAKESIDE AVENUE, LYDNEY
EA confirmed he had no objection to there being a formal agreement providing access across Robert Hitchin land by FoDDC to the new culvert in order it may be maintained and it was envisaged that such an agreement would be in place within the next two weeks.
RC queried whether access would be over fields to the right.  EA advised that it would be via Crump side of the watercourse/top gate.

	Action – EA to further completion of Formal Agreement with FoDDC                 re; maintenance

	5.
	ATTENUTION MEASURES

BW reported that the attenuation ponds would be inspected every two months.  He confirmed they had last been inspected in September 2017 and further clearance work was imminent and he would be inspecting the site again the following week.  

	Action -  BW to confirm the maintenance of the new culvert 

	6.
	LYDNEY COMMUNITY FLOOD RESILIENCE PLAN (V8 June 2017)
JS explained there had been a meeting with the EA and that currently the draft Community Flood Resilience Plan (V8 June 2017) was being updated by EA representatives.  MY confirmed that he had a follow up meeting with FoDDC that afternoon following which he hoped to be able to address a number of outstanding issues which included the dissemination of information to Lydney Town Council in the event of a flood situation by FoDDC, this then enabling him to complete the document and pass it back to Lydney Town Council to be tabled at a future meeting. 

	Action – MY to complete document and issue to JS (LTC)

	7.
	FLOOD RESILIENCE PLANNING
JS queried given that Lydney NDP (Lydney Gen 1 Policy) which related to water run off from new developments and the councils desire for such water not to be allowed to enter existing water courses just how much weight was given by FoDDC Planning Department to this document.
DM advised she was unable to give an answer to this but gave a commitment to speak to the Local Planning Authority.

DG advised that Lydney NDP and any comments made by the Planning Committee are always taken into consideration, however, there is a requirement to look into an application on a case by case and whilst Gloucestershire County Council may in fact support in part Lydney NDP Policy.  Gloucestershire County Council and Lydney Town Councils objections could be over ruled by the Local Planning Authority (FoDDC).

	Action – DM to report her findings after speaking with the LPA

	8.
	FUNDING

JS reported that Cllr Roger James, FoDDC had confirmed that funding could not be obtained for the ongoing maintenance programme as the only flood funding they have available is capital funding which can only be used for capital works.

	

	10. 
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING


	To be confirmed


Meeting closed at 12.00 noon
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