
LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL 

Ref:  Minutes - Town Council - 13th September 2021 

MEETING OF THE COUNCIL – 2021/09/13 – 21 
 

Minutes of the meeting held at Watney Hall, 3 Hill Street, Lydney  
on Monday 13th September 2021 at 7.00pm. 

 

PRESENT: Councillors A Harley (Mayor and Chair of the meeting), S Cave,  
J Greenwood, C Harris, R Holmes, S Holmes, R Kemsley, W Leach, 
P Macklin, L Penny, T Saunders, S Stockham, E Taylor.  

  

 District and County Councillor A Preest and one member of the public 
Mr S Holley, Town Clerk  
Mrs C Whittington, Assistant RFO/Clerk (Minute Taker)  

  
 

 

1. APOLOGIES 
 Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Thomas-Brown and 

Vaughan. 
  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Councillor Kemsley declared a pecuniary interest in the land concerned at 

Agenda Item 9. 
  
3. OPEN FORUM 
 There were no comments or questions from the member of the public present. 
  
4. MINUTES 
 The Chair Proposed that the Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 12th 

July 2021 be approved as a correct record.  APPROVED with two abstentions. 
  

5. REPORTS 
 Members of the District and County Council had been invited to make urgent 

reports prior to the meeting.  District and County Councillor Preest had provided a 
written report to Councillors prior to the meeting and drew attention thereto in the 
meeting.   

 

  
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS/RFO REPORT 
6.1 Payments 
 Approval of the list of payments circulated prior to the meeting (Appendix 1) was 

Proposed by Councillor Harley.  AGREED with one abstention. 
In response to a query on the payment to Mincost the Assistant RFO explained 
that included the purchase of a new strimmer and a blower. The payment to L 
Cole was also queried and the Assistant RFO confirmed this was to supply and fit 
a light in the offices.  

  
6.2 Income and Expenditure Report/Balance Sheet/Bank Reconciliations 
 The Council NOTED the above financial reports for Month 5.  Councillor R 

Holmes (chair of Finance & Scrutiny) praised the new reporting system, which he 
feels made transactions easier to track. 

  
6.3 Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2021 
 This item was WITHDRAWN as the External Auditor’s report had not bene 

received. 
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6.4 Appointment of Internal Auditor 
 The Town Clerk circulated a report with quotes from three independent Auditors 

prior to the meeting.  Councillor S Holmes Proposed that Mrs Bridget Bowen, a 
Chartered Accountant with considerable experience of Council finances and the 
Internal and External audit system be appointed as the Council’s Auditor for the 
next three years. Seconded by Cllr Stockham and unanimously APPROVED. 

  
6.5 Quarters 1 and 2 Internal Control Checks 
 Councillors Kemsley and Macklin volunteered for quarter one audit of the 

accounts to be held on 23rd September 2021. Councillors Greenwood, Harris and 
S Holmes volunteered for quarter two audit of the accounts to be held on 4th 
November 2021.  

  
7. LYDNEY FORWARD – REGENERATION AND COVID RECOVERY PROJECT 
 The Council NOTED the full report from Place Studios circulated prior to the 

meeting and the Town Clerk’s covering report. The Mayor felt the quality of Place 
Studios report showed that it was worthwhile paying an expert and suggested the 
Council adopt the findings of the report and its recommendations, implementing 
them in the Council’s Strategic Plan.  Four tasks were identified with some quick 
projects and some longer term: -   
(i) That the Council notes receipt of the Final Report from Place Studio and thanks 
them for their work; 
(ii) that the Council adopts the findings of the report and its recommendations, 
especially the identification of the following three key themes requiring attention in 
a single comprehensive Town Centre Master Plan or strategy document – 
Transport and Connections, Environment and Image, Offer and Value; 
(iii) that the Council requests the Town Improvement Sub-Committee to discuss 
with Place Studio engaging their assistance with such a Master Plan to progress 
the delivery of medium- and longer-term projects and improvements, with a view 
to reporting back to the Council on 11th October with a suggested scope of work 
and prices; 
(iv) that the Council requests the Environmental Working Group to engage in 
discussions with the Friends of Forest Waterways on a possible ‘Quick Win’ – an 
improvement project for the River Lyd (one of the things best loved in Lydney, as 
identified in the survey results). 
The Town Clerk advised new Councillors that the review of Lydney’s 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) must comply with the District Council’s 
Local Plan.  Place Studios had advised grants were available for the review of the 
NDP from basic to advanced reporting.  The Council noted that £10,000 had been 
received by the Government last year due to COVID and this, with monies 
released after repurposing previously Earmarked funds, had wholly provided the 
funds for the Regeneration Project.  Phase two of the Regeneration would now be 
looked into, to enable progression.  The Mayor (as Chair of the Town 
Improvement Sub-Committee) advised anyone was welcome to attend the next 
Zoom meeting of the Sub-Committee, to be held on 15th September, but the Sub-
Committee structure was full at present.  The Council unanimously RESOLVED to 
adopt the above recommendations in the covering report. 

  
8. STRATEGIC PLAN 
 Prior to the meeting the Mayor had circulated bullet point notes from the 

Brainstorming event held on 6th September.  There was a mixture of short term 
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 and longer term projects.  The ideas were similar to those Place Studio identified 

in their report but other projects outside of the report were also up for 
consideration. It was suggested that each Committee and Sub-Committee look at 
the plan to identify potential projects within their respective remits.  Progress on 
short-term projects would need to be prompt to ensure figures could be added in 
the Budget for approval by the Council in January.   

  
 Note: Councillor Kemsley left the room for the following item of business, having 

declared a disclosable pecuniary interest.  
  
9. PLANNING APPLICATION – LAND OFF YDNEY BY PASS AND NAAS LANE 
 Councillor Stockham (Chair of Planning and Highways) advised Council the 

Planning and Highways Committee had meet prior to Full Council to draft a 
recommendation for the Council regarding Planning Application P0745/18/OUT.  
Proposed by Councillor Harris and Seconded by Councillor Taylor that the 
Council adopt the Committee’s recommended response.  APPROVED with the 
following Record of Voting: For - 12, Against – 0, Abstentions/Absent – 3.  Agreed 
response provided at Appendix 2 

  
 Councillor Kemsley rejoined the meeting at this point. 
  
10. DEAN FOREST GREENWAY  
 Correspondence from a neighbour had been received and distributed prior to the 

meeting.  The correspondent was concerned they had not been included in the 
process; Councillor Greenwood acknowledged receipt of their thoughts and 
confirmed he would speak with the project leaders.   
The Council could now move forward with pressure on GCC Highways for 
surveys to be undertaken at the end of Forest Road and to get movement on the 
reduction to a 20mph speed limit in entering Lydney.  The limit would be crucial to 
the project and the Project steering group would take this directly to District and 
County Councillor Preest.  

  
 Councillor Greenwood left the meeting at 8.32pm 
  
11. PROPOSALS FOR THE WELCOME BACK FUND 
 
 

(i) Councillor Saunders advised there was £66,000 left in the District Council’s 
Welcome Back Fund.  Councillors Saunders and S Holmes would meet to look at 
ideas from the Strategic Plan that may be suitable to submit.  Councillor Cave 
Proposed that Councillors Harley, S Holmes, Saunders and the Clerk be 
authorised to develop bids to be submitted before the deadline. Seconded by 
Councillor Harris and unanimously APPROVED. 
(ii) It was noted that the Agenda included the suggestion of applying to the 
Welcome Back Fund for funding to provide a defibrillator on the Café at the 
Harbour.  This could not proceed because as the proposal was outside the scope 
of the Fund.  However, the Clerk had requested that the District Council consider 
installing a defibrillator directly, with the Town Council adopting it for maintenance 
and the weekly checks.  The District Council was considering this. 
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12. PROVISION OF IT EQUIPMENT TO COUNCILLORS AND/OR HARD COPY                                                                             
 Proposed by Councillor Kemsley, Seconded by Councillor Stockham that £100 be 

paid to Councillors Harris and Taylor to enable each of them to purchase a printer 
for use for Council business. Unanimously APPROVED. 

ACTION - Clerk 
  
13. APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND EXTERNAL BODIES 
 Councillors Cave and Penny had asked to join the Amenities Committee and the 

Town Improvement Sub-Committee.  However, both groups were at full capacity. 
The Clerk advised that non-Committee members could attend any meeting as 
Observers, but would not be able to vote.  Councillors requested an online 
calendar be set up to enable them to be aware of every meeting.  It was Proposed 
by Councillor Saunders that Councillor Cave join Councillor Taylor on the Youth 
Community and that Councillor Penny join the Environmental Working Group and 
the Health and Social Care group, Seconded by Councillor Harris. Unanimously 
APPROVED. 

                                                          ACTION – Clerk 
  
14. LYDNEY HARBOUR 

 The District Council’s Regeneration Officer was unable to attend the meeting, but 
circulated a report to members prior to the meeting.  

  

15. COMMUNITY EVENT 

 The Community Event was a success with much praise from members of the 
public.  It was felt that future events should have additional toilets and more litter 
bins.  Councillors thanked Councillor Saunders for all her hard work as lead 
Member for this event.  

  

16. URGENT BUSINESS RESULTING FROM THE TEMPORARY CANCELLATION 
OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

16.1 Committees and Sub-Committees 
 (i) Amenities Committee – None. 

(ii) Burials Committee – None. 
(iii) Finance and Scrutiny Committee – Councillor R Holmes, the Committee 
Chair, advised that the Committee would be looking at the IT contract and the 
bank signing process. 
(iv) Personnel Committee – None. 
(v) Planning and Highways Committee – Councillor Stockholm, the Committee 
Chair, reported that Councillor Harris had been appointed as Vice Chair.  The 
report on the Local Plan had to be completed on line, so a draft ‘corporate’ 
response could not be circulated for approval.  

  
16.2 Reports from Working Parties and Lead Councillors 
 (i) Environmental Working Party - Councillor Stockham had circulated a written 

report, which was NOTED.  It was AGREED that Councillor Stockham would 
respond to the energy Strategy.  
(ii) Market Licence – Nothing to Report. 
(iii) Health and Social Care Working Group – No Update. 
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16.3 Report from Costal Communities Stakeholder Meeting   
 The next meeting was due to be held on 14th September 2021.  
  
16.4 Reports from the Multi Agency Stakeholder Flood Defence Meeting 
 Councillor Leach reported that the County Council had undertaken a survey with 

the Environment Agency and this would be discussed at the next Multi Agency 
meeting to be held on 18th October. 

  
17. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 The Town Clerk advised he had been busy with staff recruitment.  
  
18. CORRESPONDENCE 
 (i) Alison Robertson of the District Council had written advise of the new Police 

and Crime Commissioner’s event at Forest Hills Golf Club on 22nd September.  
There was no limit on the number of Councillors able to attend. 
(ii) Lydney Community Centre had contacted the Council with an interest in a 
Service Level Agreement. 

ACTION – Finance and Scrutiny Committee 
  
19. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Monday 11th October 2021 
  
 CLOSED SESSION 
  
22. MOTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
 The Council resolved to continue in ‘Closed Session’ under the provisions of The 

Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 as the following business to be 
conducted was considered to be of a confidential nature. 

  
 Notes: 

(i) Before the commencement of the next item the Council resolved to suspend 
Standing Order 3x in order continue the meeting beyond three hours. 
(ii) The following Minute is made available to the Public for openness and 
transparency.  Where possible, the Council approves Confidential Minutes with 
substantially the same content, but with the inclusion of names of individuals or 
other parties when appropriate.  At other times Confidential business (such as 
legal matters and employment issues) may appear in the Public Minutes only as 
an Agenda /Minute heading. 

  
23. STAFF MATTERS – TO INCLUDE UPDATE ON STAFF REVIEW 
 The Council NOTED the Staff Review report received from the Gloucestershire 

Association of Parish and Town Councils and resolved upon the accompanying 
recommendations from the Personnel Committee (recorded in the Confidential 
Minutes only).   

  
 The meeting closed at 10.30pm 

 
 
 
 
Chair ……………………………    Date …………………………
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